SCENES OF THE CROSS
A Sermon
By Jimmy Kinnaird
A scene is defined as a place where an action or an event occurs. Certain scenes are memorable in our lives because they are important. We remember scenes like our first day of school …or the last day of school. Getting our driver’s license or getting married. For you it might be the birth of a child or the marriage of a child. Scenes like these are ones we don’t easily forget. 
But out of all the scenes that are important in our lives, I want to direct you to the scenes that many believe are the most important for all of humanity. It’s called the scenes of the CROSS. In the Scenes of the CROSS we see what many believe to be God revealing himself to us. Showing us who He is and how we can come into a right relationship with Him. I want you to follow with me through the little book you have in your hands. This book contains eight important scenes in eight days, telling the story of the passion week of Jesus Christ. 

For centuries, prophets and priests had been prophesying of how God would come and deliver us from our greatest problem: our sin. These ancient scriptures foretold where this messiah would be born, how he would live, miracles he would perform, how he would die and then rise again. No person in history is like Jesus Christ. 

Around the age of 30 Jesus began his public ministry. Now three years later he is approaching the most important eight days of His life which are also the most important eight scenes in human history.  

Jesus and His disciples were traveling to Jerusalem for the Passover celebration. On the way, Jesus already had predicted His arrest, trial, death, and resurrection to His disciples. Jesus said, “Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death. Then they will hand Him over to the Gentiles, and they will mock Him, spit on Him, flog Him, and kill Him, and He will rise after three days” (Mark 10:33-34).  

Scene One, day one has one question. It’s the question crowds of people were asking as Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. The whole city was shaken because of Him. Everyone was asking, “Who is this?”  The crowds of people loved Him; though the religious leaders didn’t. He was “The Darling Jesus” on that first day. 
Scene Two has two demands.  On this second day, Monday, Jesus demanded fruit from a fig tree and He demanded a focus on God in the temple. 
Jesus and the disciples were on their way to the temple when they came upon a fig tree that had no fruit. In the past, the Bible had used the fig tree as a symbol for God’s people. Like a fig tree is supposed to bear fruit, God expected His people's religion to make a difference in their lives. In the same way, Jesus expects His followers to demonstrate love and mercy. When your “faith” does not make you a better person, you are like a fig tree that doesn’t bear fruit. Jesus demanded fruit.
After Jesus passed the fig tree, He went to the Temple. He entered the outer court of the temple and began to drive out all the merchants who were buying and selling there. He said God’s house was made for prayer but they had turned it into a den of thieves. They lost focus on what God really wanted. God wanted communion, not commerce. Jesus demanded their focus be on God.  
Jesus demands His people display two qualities: fruit and focus. He demands that we show real love to one another and true worship to God. He was “The Demanding Jesus” on that second day.

· What would it be like if Christians lived as Jesus demanded?

Scene Three has three discussions. Now it’s Tuesday, and Jesus had three discussions with three groups of people. The first discussion was philosophical. The religious leaders asked Jesus where He received His authority, His power. Before Jesus answered, He tested their commitment to truth. He asked them whether John the Baptist’s authority had come from God or from men. The leaders wouldn’t answer because they had rejected John, yet all the people knew John’s authority came from God. The leaders' commitment was to keeping their power, not to truth, so Jesus refused to continue the discussion. He will not continue a discussion with people who are interested in keeping their power and opinions instead of the truth. 

When you examine Jesus, ask yourself, “Am I looking for truth or am I just wanting to justify myself?”  This is the discussion of truth and power. 

The second discussion was political. The political leaders asked Jesus if they should pay taxes to Caesar or not. This was a trick question, because supporters of paying taxes and not paying taxes were both there. These men thought they would make Jesus look bad. No matter how he answered the question. 

Jesus answered them in a way no one expected. He found a common basis of agreement by drawing attention to a coin that would be used to pay taxes. On the coin was the image of Caesar. Everyone agreed that the coin was part Rome's possession and part theirs. Jesus then said, “Give back to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21). 

Here Jesus used hypocritical questioning to teach an important truth: We owe a lot to God – that’s no surprise – but we also owe a lot to others. Jesus didn’t say “Give.” He said, “Give back.” You received something from Caesar; give back to him what you owe. You received something from God; give back to God what you owe as well. With Caesar, it was just taxes, but what is owed to God? We should be most concerned about that. This is the discussion about government and God. 
The third discussion was spiritual. In the crowd that day were some people who were the secularists of their day. They wanted to make people who believe in the Scriptures look foolish, so they used an apparent contradiction in the Old Testament law to ask Jesus a question about marriage in the afterlife. If a man died without having a child, the law required his brother to marry the childless brother’s wife. The secularists asked what happened if the wife married all seven brothers and all of them died without leaving an heir? If there really is a resurrection, wouldn't that create huge problems in family life? They asked their question this way: “Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven? For they all had married her” (Matthew 22:28).
Jesus answered them by appealing to the same Scripture and pointing out their lack of understanding. He explained that the resurrection is a new order of reality, not the continuation of this present order as we know it. In the resurrection, both our nature and our relationships to each other will be changed. Jesus then went on to show the humanists that the Scripture even taught that their forefathers who had died long before – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob – actually were still alive. This was the discussion about Scripture.

The spiritual discussion continued with a question about the best way a person should live their life. It was a question about the meaning and purpose of life. Someone asked, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” (Mark 12:28).
Jesus answered this question from the Scriptures as well. He said “This is the most important … Love the Lord Your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is: Love Your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:29-31). 

The man who had asked the question affirmed Jesus’ statement and added that loving God and loving your neighbor is more important than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices a person could offer. Jesus commented on this man’s spiritual address, saying he was not far from the kingdom of God. This is the discussion about the afterlife and purpose of this life. 

In Scene Three, Jesus deals with three kinds of discussions: philosophical, political, and spiritual.  From these we can learn that truth is more important than power. Recognition is better than exclusion. And only by loving God and loving others can our lives find true meaning now and in eternity. He was “The Discussion Jesus” on that third day.
· What is your impression of Jesus’ discussion?

Scene Four has four denunciations. It’s Wednesday and in this scene Jesus gives four types of denunciations against the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. First, Jesus denounced their view of themselves. Jesus said the motivation of these leaders was for their own recognition and not for service to God. Jesus said, “They do everything to be observed by others…” (Matthew 23:5a). Don’t be like them. God sees everything you do. Make that enough. Isn’t God the most important observer anyway? 

Second, Jesus denounced their view of other people. Jesus rebuked the arrogance of the religious leaders and then taught the proper way to greatness. He said the way up in God’s kingdom is the way down. It’s being a servant to others, not others serving you. These leaders thought they were better than others. Jesus taught that a truly great person is one who helps the ones who need it the most, no matter what it costs.  

Third, Jesus denounced their view of salvation. Jesus rebuked the religious leaders for making it harder for people to be saved. He said, “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You lock up the kingdom of heaven from people. For you don’t go in, and you don’t allow those entering to go in” (Matthew 23:13). Heaven is locked up because people see the phony lives of religious people and conclude that religious people have nothing they want. The hypocrites themselves won’t enter into true, life-changing faith – and at the same time they keep out others as well. 

Last, Jesus denounced their view of God. Jesus rebuked these leaders for following legalism instead of following God. These men should have known better. Salvation cannot be found in observing the law. No one can fully keep it. These leaders convinced themselves and others that God wanted outward conformity to a religion. If the legal requirements were met, then the heart of a person didn’t really matter. Nothing could be farther from the truth. Even in the Old Testament, the Bible says, “Man does not see what the Lord sees, for man sees what’s visible, but the Lord sees the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). These religious leaders had a wrong view of God, which led to a wrong view of what God wanted. Jesus ended His rebuke by saying to these religious leaders, “Snakes! Brood of vipers! How can you escape being condemned to hell?” (Matthew 23:33). These were the strongest words Jesus had for anyone. It demonstrates how a wrong view of God leads to a wrong view of salvation. A wrong view of self will lead to a wrong view of others as well. These wrong views, taught to others, could ultimately cause them to be lost in hell forever. 

Why does Jesus stir up so much trouble? It’s because He cares. Some things are worth risking your relationships. Some things are worth risking your income. Some things are worth risking your reputation. Here we have four good ones. How you view yourself is worth it. How you view other people is worth it. How you view salvation is worth it. How you view God is worth it. Your view of God will color how you view everything else. If you view God correctly, your life will be better for it. What is the lesson from the denouncing Jesus? Some things are worth risking everything: the correct view of self, of others, of salvation, and of God. He was “The Denouncing Jesus” on that fourth day.
· What is your opinion of Jesus, knowing He had problems with these leaders and their views?

Scene Five has five devotions. It’s Thursday evening and Jesus shows His devotion to the Father and His disciples in five ways. They were in the upper room of a home in Jerusalem, preparing to celebrate Passover. The Bible says, “Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart from this world to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end" (John 13:1). This is true devotion. 
First, Jesus demonstrates to His disciples that He is devoted to serve. Jesus gets up, takes off His outer clothing, picks up a towel and water basin, and begins to wash the disciples’ feet. He used this as an object lesson to explain the nature of His work and theirs. 

Second, in Jesus’ appeal to Judas we see that He is devoted to save. Jesus, knowing Judas had already planned to betray Him, spoke openly that one of the disciples would betray Him. He told them of the fate awaiting this person and stressed that it would have been better for this person to never have been born than to carry out the betrayal. He tried to save Judas from ruining his life. Even though Jesus is devoted to save, He allows us to make our own choices – even if they are wrong choices. 
Third, by Jesus transforming the Passover observance into the Lord’s Supper, we can understand that He is devoted to sacrifice – devoted to His sacrifice. The bread represents His body, given as a sacrifice for our sin. The cup of wine represents the new covenant in His blood, poured out for us.

Fourth, after the meal Jesus leads the disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane. There He prays for His disciples – and all future followers – to make it through the challenges they will face. Here we see Jesus is devoted to secure his followers. He will never turn His back on those who belong to Him. 
Fifth, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus goes off by himself to pray. Jesus surrenders His will to the Father’s will. Here He is devoted to surrender. Devoted Jesus prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, Your will be done" (Matthew 26:42). It was after this that Judas arrived with the temple guards. Judas kissed Jesus to show the guards which one to arrest. Then the guards took Jesus away, and the disciples ran off in confusion. 

In the devoted Jesus we see the five aspects of His commitment to God and to those He came to save. Jesus is devoted to serve, save, sacrifice, secure, and surrender. He was “The Devoted Jesus” on that fifth day.

· Could you ever devote yourself to someone like Jesus?

Scene Six has six disputes in six trials. It’s Friday morning, just after 1:00 am. The first three trials are religious and the second three are civil. 
First is the dispute over Jesus' people. Jesus was taken to the former high priest, Annas. He questioned Jesus about His disciples. 
Second is the dispute over Jesus' preaching. While Jesus was before Annas, He was questioned about the content of His teaching to the crowds. 

Third is the dispute over Jesus' pronouncements. Jesus was then sent to the current High Priest about 2:00 or 3:00 am. There many false witnesses came forward to testify against Jesus. Their testimonies about what Jesus said contradicted each other.

Fourth is the dispute over Jesus' person. Finally the High priest stood up and asked Jesus who He was. He asked, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus replied, “I am” (Mark 14:61b-62a).  At this reply, the High Priest, chief priests, and elders condemned Jesus to death. Guards took Jesus, blindfolded Him, beat and abused Him. Jesus was then formally condemned to death by the Sanhedrin around 5:00 am. 
Fifth is the dispute over Jesus' performance. Sometime after 5:00 am, the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, questioned Jesus, asking Him what He had done. There were many accusations against Jesus, but Pilate could not find anything that deserved punishment. Pilate sent Him to the governor over Galilee, Herod Antipas, sometime before 6:00 am. After questioning Jesus, Herod was uncomfortable with the situation, so he sent Jesus back to Pilate. 

Sixth is the dispute over Jesus' punishment. Pilate, trying to satisfy the mob, informed the chief priests that Jesus was charged with inciting rebellion among the people. The priests were not satisfied, however, and they incited the mob to demand Jesus be crucified. Pilate had Jesus flogged and then handed Him over to be crucified. 

Jesus underwent six trials concerning six disputes: about His person, His people, His performance, His preaching, His pronouncements, and His punishment. He was “The Disputed Jesus” on that sixth day. 
· Are you tempted to question God when treated unfairly?

Scene Seven has seven events describing Jesus' despised condition. Hundreds of years earlier, the Hebrew prophet Isaiah predicted Jesus would be despised when he wrote: 
He [Jesus] was despised and rejected by men… He was pierced because of our transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His wounds. We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way; and the Lord has punished Him for the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:3, 5-6, HCSB)

First, Jesus was despised in His execution. In crucifixion, Jesus underwent the most painful and humiliating form of execution. He was taken by the Romans to a hill called Golgotha. Two other condemned men were executed at the same time. It was about 9:00 am. 

Second, Jesus was despised as a king. After Jesus was nailed to the cross, the Romans posted a sign above His head that read, “THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” The chief priests tried to have the sign changed, but Pilate refused. 
Third, Jesus was despised in His nakedness. The soldiers who crucified Jesus took His clothes and divided them up by casting lots (gambling). This fulfilled another prophecy that was several hundred years old: “They divided my garments among themselves, and they cast lots for my clothing” (Psalm 22:16). 

Fourth, Jesus was despised by His own people. As the crowd passed by, they hurled insults at Jesus. Even the religious leaders and temple officials mocked Him openly. 

Fifth, Jesus despised His own well-being in concern for others. One of the crucified criminals hanging near Jesus asked to be remembered when Jesus came into His kingdom. Jesus said to him, “I assure you: Today you will be with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). 

Jesus’ mother, Mary, and the disciple John stood near the cross. Other women were there as well. Jesus, seeing His mother, told John to care for Mary as if she was his very own mother. 
Sixth, it appears Jesus was despised by God. From noon until 3:00 pm, darkness fell over all the land. About 3:00 pm, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’” (Matthew 27:46). It seems that even God despised Jesus. Jesus' words were a direct quotation from another ancient prophecy that described the kind of death the Messiah would experience and the results that would come from it. 

After receiving a drink, Jesus said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). Then He bowed His head and drew His last breath. In that moment, the ground shook, rocks split apart, tombs opened up, and the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

Seventh, Jesus was despised but then declared the Son of God. The question the crowd asked on the first day was, “Who is this?” That’s a good question. Who is this man?  That’s a question each of us needs to answer for ourselves.

The answer on this day came from an unlikely source. One of the Roman soldiers, standing there at the cross, saw all that happened and became terrified. He cried out, “This man really was God’s Son!” (Matthew 27:54). He answered the question in the first scene: This was “The Despised Jesus” who is the Son of God. 

· How do you think Jesus felt when He was despised by others?

If Jesus is the Son of God, then surely the story doesn’t end with His death and burial – or does it? No, there is one more scene. Jesus promised He would conquer sin and death and rise on the third day. 
Scene Eight has eight victories in eight appearances of Jesus. Sunday is the first day of the week. It was the 8th day after Jesus’ celebrated entry into Jerusalem. The Bible states God created the heavens and the earth in 6 days and rested on the 7th.  The number 7 in the Bible is the number for completion because God rested on the 7th day.  The number 8 is the number above completion. 7 + 1 is the start of a new creation, a new order of things; 8 is the number of the resurrection. Jesus said, “Look, I am making everything new” (Revelation 21:5). 
That first Easter morning brought an empty tomb, a risen Savior, and victory over sin and death.  This is the scene of "The Dominant Jesus." On this day, a new order of existence was born. Jesus was resurrected from the dead! Nothing like this had ever happened before. Resurrection is not resuscitation, like the people Jesus brought back to life – they died again. Resurrection is not reincarnation. Resurrection is not a mystical vision or a phantom appearance by a ghost. Resurrection is the remaking, the transforming of matter in this created order. It becomes something new, something that has never existed before.
The Bible records at least 8 appearances of the dominant Jesus to different people at various times and locations over a 40-day period before He ascended into heaven. In each of these appearances, there is a victory. 
First, Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene at the tomb (Mark 16:9). Mary was weeping at the tomb, thinking she had lost Jesus. Jesus appeared and brought victory over despair. 
Second, Jesus appeared to other women as they were leaving the tomb (Matthew 28:9-10). They thought he was dead, but he appeared to them and they worshipped Him there. Jesus brought victory over death.
Third, Jesus met up with two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32). These men were talking about all the week's events surrounding Jesus. They didn’t understand what had happened. Jesus talked with them and stayed with them until they understood. Jesus brought victory over confusion.
Fourth, Jesus appeared to 10 disciples who were hiding together (Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25). These disciples were afraid of what might happen to them since Jesus had been killed. Jesus brought victory over fear.
Fifth, Jesus appeared to all 11 remaining disciples (Mark 16:14; John 20:26-31). Thomas, who had doubted Jesus’ resurrection, was with them this time. Jesus brought victory over doubt.
Sixth, Jesus appeared to 7 disciples, including Peter, who had denied Jesus three times. (John 21). At this appearance, Jesus puts Peter back into ministry. Jesus brought victory over failure.
Seventh, Jesus appeared to the 11 disciples at a pre-arranged location on a mountain in Galilee (Matthew 28:16-20). There Jesus told them He had been given all power and authority. He gave His disciples the great commission to make disciples. Jesus brought victory over all power.
Eighth, Jesus’ finally appeared to as many as 500 of His followers at one time. He confirmed the completion of His mission and the promise of the Holy Spirit (Luke 22:44-49; Acts 1:3-8). Jesus had victory over all things. 

Now Jesus' followers watched Him ascend to heaven. He disappeared from sight into a cloud. Suddenly two men in white stood before the disciples and told them Jesus would return the same way He was taken up into heaven. The Bible teaches that Jesus will return to judge the earth and set up His everlasting kingdom. This is “The Dominant Jesus,” who is the only Savior of the world.
· Which victory is most important to you?

Earlier, Jesus had asked Peter, “Who do you say that I am?” Like the Roman soldier, Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:15-16). Jesus called Peter blessed because God had revealed this truth to Peter. 
Now that you have heard this story, allow me to ask you the same question: “Who do you say Jesus is?” Is there anything about Jesus that draws you to Him? Knowing how you have lived, and what you have done with Jesus in your life, if He was to return today, would you be prepared to stand before Him? Why or why not? 

Would you like to trust Christ alone for eternal life and discover the most important thing that could ever happen to you? Pray this prayer or a similar prayer from your heart to express that trust.

Prayer: Dear God, I know I’m a sinner. I believe Christ died on the cross for my sins and then arose. Please forgive me of all my sin. I turn and now confess you as Lord and trust you alone for my salvation. Thank you for forgiveness and the free gift of eternal life. Amen.
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