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Introduction

The CROSS Evangelism Training Teacher Guide is designed to aide you in your ongoing
CROSS Evangelism Training. | suggest you look through the entire guide before deciding how
CROSS Evangelism Training will fit into your outreach and evangelism strategy.

While this guide has extensive helps, it does not contain a section on organizing a regular
outreach program. You may find information about the GROW outreach program on the
www.GPS2020.net site under personal evangelism resources. CROSS Evangelism Training is an
excellent training to use in conjunction with the ongoing outreach strategy of a local church or
ministry. For ways to use CROSS with GROW, check out the www.ShareAsYouGo.com site and
click on the “Resources” button.

CROSS Evangelism Training, like any strategy, is dependent on the quality of leadership. As a
leader, you must seek to live what you teach. If you do not regularly share your faith, pause right
now and ask the Lord Jesus Christ to infill you with a new burning passion for seeing people
come to salvation. Without Jesus, there is no hope. We have the message of the cross. It’s the
only message that can rescue a person from a wasted life here and from an eternity in hell there.
The cross of Christ is the only hope for change. If the root cause of all our problems is sin, the
gospel is the only cure for sin. The power of the cross can change a sinner into a saint.

CROSS Evangelism Training is a revision of the original CROSS Training written by Jimmy
Kinnaird and Shane Spannagel. This edition has been completely revised. Every session has been
rewritten. A new session and presentation piece (Scenes of the CROSS) was added. The CROSS
presentation and the websites have been updated and expanded. | am grateful to Shane for his
recommendations and to the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma for allowing us to revise
and reissue this training.

It is the message of the cross that saves. May we become as the Apostle Paul who wrote, “But as
for me, 1 will never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14).
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Getting Started

' WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CROSS
CROSS Evangelism Training is a five session training course that teaches 6 ways to share the
good news of God’s forgiveness and eternal life. Participants will learn how to share Christ in a
variety of settings, even if they only have a few moments.

CROSS teaches how to start an interesting conversation that will lead to sharing a personal story
of salvation. The skills needed for personal evangelism on the job, at school, in the home and
everywhere in between will be explored.

Through the CROSS Evangelism Training system participants will learn much more of what
salvation is and how it’s applied. The history, meaning, message, and victory of the cross will be
learned in detail. They will discover how God can use you in bringing a message of hope to
people in need.

CROSS Evangelism Training can deepen their relationship with God and with others.
Participants will discover how the gospel of Christ applied to a life will change it forever.
CROSS Evangelism Training will be helpful in just about every part of your church and spiritual
life. It can strengthen your devotion to Christ by helping you to keep His commands to love
others and share the gospel.

CROSS Evangelism Training is best used in conjunction with your church’s regular outreach
ministry. All participants should be involved in weekly outreach which will give them a direct
opportunity to put into practice the principle they are learning during the weeks of training.

If your church or ministry does not have a weekly time of evangelistic outreach, consider
establishing one during this training time. Make sure that when participants leave to make their
evangelistic visits you have given each team several of the “Most Important Thing” Needs
Questionnaires. These will come in handy if a team does not find their assigned people at home.
They can still make a few visits at neighboring homes or nearby public places with the
questionnaire.

| WAYS TO TEACH THE COURSE
CROSS Evangelism Training is composed of five sessions. These sessions can be led by a
facilitator using the DVD for the teaching sessions. The facilitator would lead in the ice breaker,
the discussion time, and activity for the week assignment.

The course also may be taught by a teacher without using the DVD teaching sessions. The video
clips used in the training can be accessed separately from the DVD menu. A teacher’s book can
be downloaded from www.ShareAsYouGo.com. The teaching book contains the video scripts
from the teaching sessions. There are also PowerPoint slide backgrounds you may download
from this site as well.
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CROSS can be taught using different time formats:

1. Five sessions of 60-70 minutes each over five weeks.
This is the best way to get the most from the training. It allows the training to be progressive and
gives time for participants to incorporate the CROSS principles into their lives.

2. Two-day seminar or retreat.
Some churches and ministries will find this format helpful in a retreat setting, especially if they
are going to introduce CROSS to the entire congregation. It will give the leadership familiarity
with CROSS and the opportunity to encourage church and/or ministry members to participate. A
major portion of CROSS focuses on learning the gospel presentation from several angles.
CROSS is a great tool to re-focus your leadership on the value and practice of evangelism and
outreach.

A two day setting could incorporate a Friday evening and Saturday training. Session One
covered on Friday night and the remaining four on Saturday. For more time in discussion and
processing CROSS Evangelism Training, a full two day format is recommended.

The North American Mission Board (NAMB) has a One Hour/One Day Evangelism Training
using the Most Important Thing (MIT) Tract which is part of the CROSS Evangelism Training
system. This can be accessed from the NAMB site: www.NAMB.net or from
www.ShareAsYouGo.com and click on the “Resources” button. This training teaches a person
how to use their salvation story and the tract for sharing the CROSS presentation of the gospel.

[ Eight Keys to a Successful CROSS Evangelism Training
1. The pastor needs to stay involved in CROSS Evangelism Training and outreach.
= When the leader stays involved in a ministry, it sends a signal to the entire
church that this is IMPORTANT!
= People are more likely to be a part of something in which the pastor is
involved. The ministry will achieve a new level of legitimacy.
2. Designate the best of your participants to lead in outreach.
= Participants are to be grouped in threes of mixed gender. The most
evangelistic and motivated person should be a team leader.
= Spend time motivating your participants who are leading teams.
= These lead participants will model evangelism before the rest of the group.
3. Make sure all participants understand and accept the expectations of CROSS
Evangelism Training.
= Knowing from the beginning the requirements of the course will prevent
dropouts and absentees.
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= |t prepares the participants for the process of memorization and
evangelistic outreach.

4. Contact any absentees immediately and urge them to return.

= Atimely call or visit demonstrates their importance to you and to the
group.

= Discover why they have been absent and seek to resolve the problem.

= Animmediate contact and prayer for the absent participant will send a
message to the rest of the group that you are serious about the course.
When we don’t say anything about the absentees, it may de-motivate those
present. Both can become Satan’s casualties.

5. Do the recommended weekly evangelistic outreach.

= This application is important for the participant in applying CROSS
Evangelism Training.

= |t may expose the participant to a new avenue of sharing their faith not
experienced before.

= Jesus Christ wants us to obey His command to share the gospel, not just
believe it.

6. Have plenty of good evangelistic visits for your outreach visitation — see
www.GPS2020.net under the “Resources” button for locating and developing
prospects for personal evangelism.

= This helps the participant look forward to making visits
= |t eliminates discouragement

7. Provide different avenues for participants to explore sharing the CROSS. It will
keep interest and freshness in their evangelism.

8. Hold a report time. Do it every time, on time, and stop on time (keep it less than
15 minutes).

= Raises morale

= Celebrates success of everyone

= Reinforces evangelism

= [t’s educational, learning from other’s experience

= An on-time report time will encourage everyone to get back on time

[ BEFORE YOU GET STARTED
As a leader, you will want to have the most successful group possible. Just imagine a small
group meeting where each person in the group is renewing their commitment to evangelism,
memorizing scripture, learning the story of the cross, and how to share the gospel. They are
encouraging each other with words, prayer, and actions. Imagine your group bringing lost friends
to fellowships, outings, and church. Imagine your group growing as others accept Christ and start
their own journey of prayer and witness. That’s what could happen! But for this to happen, it’s
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important to follow some tried and proven principles. You will need to decide now to commit
yourself and your group to each element of this course.

o The CROSS Commitment
Much of the success of this course depends on the members of the group understanding what is
expected from them and their agreement to it. Each group member agrees to:

v Attend all sessions

Participate in the group discussion
Perform the “Activity for the Week”
Keep confidential matters in the group
Pray with prayer partner
Participate in outreach activities of the church/ministry

AN N NN

o Prayer Support
Each participant is encouraged to enlist one prayer partner outside of the CROSS Evangelism
Training group. This prayer partner should pray for and with the participant each week during
the course. The participant and prayer partner should meet in person or by phone and pray for
one another each week. Included on the DVD and on the www.ShareAsYouGo.com website is a
prayer partner prayer point list which may be given to the prayer partner.

o Group Size
The optimum group size for the five-session, five-week time format is between six and 15
people. In a retreat setting or groups larger than 15, conduct a large group teaching session using
the DVD or a live teacher, then gather people into groups of six to 15 for discussion.

o What’s in the Participant Guide?
The Participant Guide is used during the teaching time for notes and discussion. It also is used by
group members to support their personal evangelism activity during the week. Each participant
will need a copy of the CROSS Evangelism Training Participant Guide. The Participant Guide
contains an introduction to each session with notes and discussion questions. The guide helps the
participant with a weekly activity to reinforce the teaching of the week and learning the six
different ways of sharing the cross. The Appendix of the Participant Guide provides application
points and strategies for extending personal evangelism.

o What’s on the DVD?
Five Video Training Sessions - Five video-based teaching sessions are included on the DVD.
Each teaching session is divided into two parts: A and B. Each part ranges from 15 to 20
minutes.
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Man on the Street Videos — To show the effectiveness of directive questions using the F.1.R.E
acrostic; we took our cameras on the street and interviewed different people to discover their
spiritual address. These videos will be used to illustrate a person’s receptivity to the gospel and
also to formulate a strategy to reach a person with the gospel.

What Does the Cross Mean to You video — We went on the street in a metropolitan city and
asked people from various ages and cultures what the Christian cross meant to them. It’s an
interesting question and a wonderful discussion starter. What is surprising are some of the
answers. This video is separate on the menu but is also used as the opening for the course in
Session One.

CROSS Evangelism Training Promotional Video — Included in the DVD is a promotional
video giving a quick overview of the course. This video is designed to show in a church service
or to any group you want to take the course. From your computer you can also access the
promotional video in an MPEG format that can be downloaded and shown through your
computer.

Talking Points Sheet for CROSS Evangelism Training — This sheet gives you several
important points to emphasize when talking to individuals or groups about the course. This PDF
document can be accessed through your computer on the DVD or you may download it from
www.ShareAsYouGo.com and click on the “Resources” button.

Prayer Points for Prayer Partners — This sheet is to be used by the prayer partner of each
participant. The sheet lists several important areas of prayer using the acrostic: BOLD. This PDF
document can be accessed through your computer on the DVD or you may download it from
www.ShareAsYouGo.com and click on the “Resources” button.

I WHAT IS THE www.MostIimportantThing.org SITE?
The MostimportantThing.org (MIT) website is used to extend the personal evangelism efforts of
those who have participated in the CROSS Evangelism Training. Through the promotion of the
site, visitors can view salvation stories of the people they know, and explore other stories as well.
There are videos and articles on the subject of important things. Visitors also are able to view a
presentation of the gospel and make a commitment to Christ. All commitments are followed-up
through the Evangelism Response Center, North American Mission Board.

I WHAT IS THE www.ShareAsYouGo.com SITE?
The ShareAsYouGo.com site is a support website for personal and relational evangelism
sponsored by the North American Mission Board. This site is designed for use by any believer
desiring to become more effective in sharing their faith. This site contains tools, articles, and
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practical downloads for personal and relational evangelism. It is also the location for submitting
your salvation story to be viewed on the Most Important Thing website.

[ THINGS YOU WILL NEED

Television or computer monitor

DVD player

Participant’s Guide (one per group member)

Bible (one per group member)

Leader’s Guide (contained in the DVD case. This should be kept in the case if the
leading responsibilities of the group are passed around to its members.)

Extra Most Important Thing (MIT) tracts and Scenes of the CROSS booklets
Copies (enough for two for each participant) of the Prayer Points for Prayer Partners

AN NN NN
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Session 1
I Before You Meet

v

v
v

Personally work through the Spiritual Preparation for CROSS Evangelism
Training in the Participant Guide.

Preview the Session 1 A and B.

Review the discussion questions in Part A and B.

Pray for each member of your group by name. Pray for them to genuinely
appreciate the gospel of Jesus Christ, their responsibility to witness, and their
burden for the lost around them.

Look over the “Activity for the Week.” It is important to stress in this first
meeting how important it is for them to complete this activity. It will begin a good
habit for the remainder of the training.

Hand out Prayer Points for Prayer Partners sheets (two for each participant). Tell
them to find a prayer partner this week and to give them one of the prayer sheets
and pray together. Tell them you will be talking about this again next week.
Before you leave, remind your group to bring their Participant Guide and a Bible
each week.

I Session Outline

v

AN NI NI N N NI

Ask the ice breaker questions (5 minutes). You also may add other questions as
needed. In future sessions, the ice breaker questions will be checkup questions
from the weekly assignment.

Teach Part A (15-20 minutes).

Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).

Teach Part B (15-20 minutes).

Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).

Prayer Time (3 minutes).

Make assignments of “Activity for the Week” (2 minutes).

Call attention to the Appendix and resources found there.
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Point

Session 1

As an opening to CROSS Evangelism Training, play the video “What Does the Cross Mean to
You?”

The Question of the Cross

What does the cross mean? The cross is the best-known symbol in the world — about the
most important event in human history. This symbol and the word “CROSS” also can be one of
the most effective evangelistic strategies ever.

| want to welcome you to CROSS Evangelism Training. In this training you will discover
the life-changing power of the cross of Christ. You will learn how to share the gospel six
different ways: using the CROSS presentation from memory, using a marked New Testament,
telling the Scenes of the Cross, telling your story of the cross, using a tract with the CROSS
presentation, and using the Internet with your story.

In CROSS evangelism Training, there is a way anyone can share the gospel. At least one
of these ways will work for you.

Almost every religion and ideology has a visual symbol. Islam has the crescent moon and
star. Buddhism has the lotus flower. Marxism has the hammer and sickle. Modern Judaism has
the Star of David.

The cross is the universal symbol of Christianity. Many people do not understand its
significance, but most recognize its connection with Christianity. The cross is undoubtedly the
most powerful and prevalent symbol of the Christian faith — but this was not always so.

Early Christians at first avoided the cross because of its shameful association with
criminal execution and its direct association with the crucified Jesus. The earliest Christians were
so persecuted for their faith in Jesus that they used other symbols to identify themselves to one
another.

These early Christians chose symbols that were more neutral in appearance. They used
the peacock, which symbolized immortality. Other symbols were the dove, the athlete’s victory
palm and the fish. They chose the fish because in Greek the word for fish, IXTHUS, forms an
acrostic for “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.” In the early days of the church, the fish symbol
allowed persecuted Christians to identify one another without tipping off their enemies.
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The early Christians also used pictures of biblical characters that symbolized some aspect
of what Christ achieved: Abraham and the sacrifice of Isaac were used because pictured God
providing the sacrifice of Jesus. They also used pictures like the three Hebrews in the fiery
furnace, Jonah and the fish, and so on.

The two bars of the cross in those days had, from remote antiquity, served as a cosmic
symbol of the axis between heaven and earth. It was very fitting that the cross became the
universal symbol of Christianity. Like the cross connected heaven and earth, Jesus connects God
and man. In the cross, the most important aspect of Christ’s work on earth is displayed.

As you may know, the cross was one of the cruelest forms of torture and death ever
devised. Crucifixion was used by many nations of the ancient world, including the Assyrians,
Medes, and Persians. The concept developed from the public display of executed prisoners.
Military leaders mocked their enemies and discouraged civil disobedience by staking a person to
the walls of a city.

The Greeks, however, developed crucifixion far more than any other culture. When
Alexander the Great destroyed the city of Tyre, 2,000 people were hung on crosses.

From the early days of the Roman republic, death on a cross was used to punish
rebellious slaves and bandits, but Roman citizens were rarely subjected to it. Crucifixion was a
supreme punishment for military and political crimes like desertion, spying, rebellion, and
sedition. When the emperor Constantine became a Christian, however, the cross became a
sacred symbol. Its use as a means of execution was abolished.

The Jewish people saw crucifixion as the most disgusting way to die. To them, someone
who had been crucified was cursed. So the question must be asked: “With all the shame
associated with the cross, why would the early Jewish Christians put so much emphasis on it?
What does it all mean?”

The Meaning of the Cross

The cross symbolizes an event that took place more than 2,000 years ago — an event so
significant that it actually changed the way we count time. All these centuries later, we still
divide history into BC (Before Christ) and AD (Anno Domini — which is Latin for "Year of our
Lord™). The cross truly is the best-known symbol in the world — about the most important event
in history.

The amazing event I'm talking about, of course, was the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth
on a Roman cross outside the city of Jerusalem and his resurrection three days later. According
to the prophecies in Scripture — prophecies written hundreds and even thousands of years before
Christ — this event was the culmination of God’s promise to send a messiah, a deliverer who
would satisfy the righteous justice of God and save sinners.

The cross event, however, happened more than two millennia ago. Some people today
wonder, "How can something that happened so long ago have any relevance today?" The answer
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is very simple. What Jesus Christ did through His death on the cross and His resurrection from
the grave not only applies to the past but to the present and future as well.

All of time is bound up in the cross. Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. He satisfied
the righteous justice of God for all time through His sinless death on the cross. In the cross, we
can have forgiveness of the past. When Jesus died, He died for all the sins God the Father
overlooked in time. This was God's plan from eternity. Today, the cross means you can have
forgiveness of the past. This is great news!

Many people try to make up for their past sins in various ways: Giving money to charity,
doing acts of kindness, volunteering, vowing to do better in the future. Guilt haunts them and
even ruins their lives. How do you erase the sins of the past? You can’t. Nothing you do can
change the sins you committed before. They are still there. If you never lie again, does that
remove all the lies you told before? Of course it doesn’t.

In His death on the cross, Jesus took upon Himself all the stored-up wrath of God against
sin — for all the ages. Jesus Christ bore all the guilt and penalty for your sin on that cross. Jesus
paid the price for the forgiveness of sin. He was the only one who able to do that because He had
no sin of His own that needed to be paid for. Everyone else who has ever lived has sinned, but
Jesus had no sin. He could take our place and pay the price for our sin. Since He is eternally
God, when He paid that price, He paid it for all eternity.

How do we know we can be forgiven for the sins we have committed in the past? We
wouldn’t know, if Jesus had stayed dead in the grave. But He didn’t. He rose from the dead. His
rising from the dead is proof of our forgiveness. The Bible says, "If Christ has not been raised,
your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins" (1 Corinthians 15:17). But Jesus has been
raised from the dead. That's the whole point! The meaning of the cross is that you can have
forgiveness of sin in the past.

But wait, there's more! You may say, “Well, I certainly need forgiveness of past sins, but
what about my life today? I not only need forgiveness of the past, but | also need power to live
the way | should live today. | need power to say no to sin and yes to God. | need to change, to
become more than | have been. I need to be different — a new person.” The cross supplies an
answer for this as well.

So, first the cross means you can have forgiveness of sin in the past. Second, the cross
means you can have God’s power to live in the present. Through the cross event, you can
have God’s power to live today. The death of Jesus on the cross bought forgiveness, but His
resurrection from the dead brings us power for life. The Bible says, "For if, while we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, dhen how dmuch more,
having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life!" (Romans 5:10, HCSB) The life power of
Christ — present in you as the Holy Spirit lives in you — gives you power to live as you trust in
Him and surrender to Him.

We’ve talked about the meaning of the cross in the past and present, but what about the
future? What is the meaning of the cross for our future? Many people ask, “What will happen to
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me when | die? What will become of me?" Well, for those who believe in Jesus, the cross
means you can have hope for the future. We don’t have to fear death. Jesus, by His death and
resurrection, conquered not only sin but also death. The bloody cross and the empty tomb
symbolize God’s promise that He will not leave us. Jesus will bring us into a new heaven and
earth. Whatever problems you have now, or in the immediate future in this life, Jesus will
overcome them all. Jesus said He was leaving this life to prepare a place for us and that He
would come back again and take us there. He promised that, in that new place, there will be no
more pain, sorrow, or death.

So, the cross means three things that nothing else can ever offer. The cross solves three of
the greatest problems in life: forgiveness for the past, power for living today, and hope for the
future. The power of the cross of Christ has changed the way the cross had been viewed. No
longer is it seen as an instrument of torture and death. The cross has become a symbol of
forgiveness, power, and hope. Is the cross important? You bet it is!

Now it’s time to go to your discussion group. When you come back, we will take a look
at the message and the victory of the cross.

Break for Discussion
The Message of the Cross
Welcome back.

The message of the cross is a message of God’s saving power in at least four ways.
The Bible says, “For to those who are perishing the message of the cross is foolishness, but to us
who are being saved it is God’s power” (1 Corinthians 1:18).

The message of the cross is a message of weakness but also of power. The cross
represents weakness to those who look at it from a worldly perspective. The man who claimed to
be the Son of God was arrested, beaten, scourged, tried, and crucified. Where is the power in
that? Even the Bible says, “He was crucified in weakness ...” (2 Corinthians 13:4a). But that is
not all the Bible has to say on the matter. It goes on to say, “But He [Jesus Christ] lives by God’s
power” (2 Corinthians 13:4b). God’s power has overcome the weakness of man. When we try to
live on our own power, we are weak, but when we acknowledge our need and rely on God, we
have His limitless power. The message of the cross is a message about man's weakness and
God's power. Man is weak morally, spiritually, intellectually, and physically. But the message of
the cross also is a message about the power of God working through our weakness. It is God
working in our weakness. The message of the cross is a message about our dependence on the
power of God. That is why the apostle Paul could write, “For when I am weak, then I am strong”
(2 Corinthians 12:10).

The message of the cross is a message of foolishness but also of wisdom. The cross is
foolish to those who are perishing. Think about this for a moment. What is wise about following
a man who was deemed worthy of execution by his people, their religion and the state? It would
be foolish to follow him, if man had the last word on the matter, but he doesn’t. God has the last
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word. The foolishness of the cross is God’s fulfillment of His word in Isaiah 24:14 , “T will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, I will set aside the understanding of the experts” (1 Corinthians
1:19). The worldly wise and those in political power did not see what God was doing. Even
though God had told them, as far back as the Garden of Eden, what He was going to do, He still
caught them by surprise. Hundreds of prophecies through the centuries predicted what God was
going to do to reverse the curse of sin. But people still didn’t get it. The Bible says, “...We speak
God’s hidden wisdom in a mystery, which God predestined before the ages for our glory. None
of the rulers of this age knew it, for if they had known it, they would not have crucified the Lord
of glory” (2 Corinthians 2:7-8). God's ways are not known by human wisdom. They are only
known as God reveals them.

The message of the cross is a message of losing but also of being found. Jesus set
aside His rights as the eternal Son of God to become a man. He humbled — or emptied — Himself.
In a way, you could say He lost himself so we could be saved. The Bible says, "... He emptied
Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come
as a man in His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death —
even to death on a cross” (Philippians 2:7-8). Jesus gave it all at the cross.

For us, the message of the cross is about death as well. We must die to ourselves. Jesus
said, “If anyone wants to come with Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and
follow Me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of
Me will save it" (Luke 9:23-24). It is by losing yourself in Christ that you find yourself. When
Jesus lost himself for us, the Father God found him and raised him up. The Bible says, "For this
reason God also highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow — of those who are in heaven and on earth and under
the earth — and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father" (Philippians 2:9-11). Through our identification with Christ in His cross and His
resurrection, we are, and will be, lifted up together with Christ. The Bible says, "Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you" (James 4:10).

The message of the cross is a message of stumbling but also of standing. The message
of the cross will cause many to stumble. The world does not understand the cross. Because the
world doesn’t understand the cross, the world doesn’t love it either. Jesus spent time with His
followers to prepare them for how they would be treated as they shared His cross. He said, “I
have told you these things to keep you from stumbling™ (John 16:1). The apostle Paul writes, ...
We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles" (1
Corinthians 1:23). The apostle Peter, speaking of Christ and His cross wrote, "A stone that
causes men to stumble, and a rock that trips them up. They stumble by disobeying the message;
they were destined for this” (1 Peter 2:8). A person who does not receive the message of the
cross will end up stumbling over it. They stumble over it because of pride, and they cannot
recover from their fall without turning to Christ. The only remedy is to stand in the message of
the cross.

The apostle Paul, in writing to the church at Corinth said, “Now brothers, | want to
clarify for you the gospel | proclaimed to you; you received it and have taken your stand on it” (1
Corinthians 15:1). Paul wanted to make sure the ones he loved in Corinth had a proper
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understanding of the message of the cross. They had committed themselves completely to that
message, and Paul didn’t want any misunderstanding. In his letter to the Ephesian believers, Paul
told them four times to “stand.” Each time, he is referring to a resolve on their part to not
compromise what they know to be true. By putting on the whole armor of God, they will be able
to endure the attacks of the enemy. The message of the cross is not only God’s saving power but
also God’s keeping power.

The Victory of the Cross

Through the cross event, Jesus Christ achieved victory over sin, death, and the devil. The
preview of this victory was seen in Jesus' earthly ministry. The victory of the cross is a victory
over sin. The Bible, speaking of Jesus, says "We do not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin"
(Hebrews 4:15, NKJV). Jesus was tempted to sin in every way we are tempted, yet He did not
disobey the will of His heavenly Father.

Not only did Jesus have victory over sin during His life, but He also had victory over
death. The victory of the cross is a victory over death. A synagogue official named Jairus had
a young daughter who was deathly sick. He went to find Jesus, so Jesus could come and heal her.
Before Jairus was able to bring Jesus back to his home, however, the girl died. Jesus went to
Jairus’ home anyway. He went to the room where the dead girl’s body lay. Jesus took her hand
and said, “Little girl, I say to you, get up” (Mark 5:34b). Immediately the girl came alive, got up,
and began to walk! Everyone there was astounded! And this was not the only time Jesus did
something like this. Once, when Jesus and His disciples were walking into a city, they met a
funeral procession. The people were carrying the body of a young man in an open coffin. Jesus
touched the coffin and said, “Young man, I tell you, get up!” (Luke 7:14). The young man sat up
and began to speak. Jesus presented him to his mother, and all the crowed was astonished. They
fearfully praised God.

Jesus also called his friend Lazarus back to life, even though Lazarus had been dead for
four days. This so disturbed the religious leaders that they began to plot how to kill both Jesus
and Lazarus. Jesus claimed to be the resurrection and the life. In His earthly ministry, He
displayed victory over death.

During his earthly ministry, Jesus also had victory over the devil. The victory of the
cross is a victory over the devil. Jesus was on the offensive against the devil. Early in His
ministry, as Jesus was teaching in a synagogue, the Bible says, "Just then a man with an unclean
spirit was in their synagogue. He cried out, ‘What do You have to do with us, Jesus — Nazarene?
Have You come to destroy us? | know who You are — the Holy One of God!” But Jesus rebuked
him and said, ‘Be quiet, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit convulsed him, shouted
with a loud voice, and came out of him" (Mark 1:23-26). The people were amazed at the
deliverance of this man from the devil.

Jesus was very explicit in describing His power over Satan. On another occasion, Jesus
drove a demon out of a man. The crowd was amazed. Some people in the crowd said Jesus was
driving out demons by the power of Satan. Jesus countered by saying that you don’t drive Satan

16| Page



out by using Satan. He said, "A house divided cannot stand.” Then he said this, "If | drive out
demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you. When a strong man,
fully armed, guards his estate, his possessions are secure. But when one stronger than he attacks
and overpowers him, he takes from him all his weapons he trusted in, and divides up his plunder”
(Luke 11:20-22). The strong man Jesus refers to is Satan. The one who is stronger is Jesus
Himself.

There is no contest between the power of Christ and the power of Satan. Jesus says He
drives out the devil with “the finger of God.” He says this is one evidence that the kingdom of
God has come. It has come in the presence of Jesus Christ. The Bible states, “The Son of God
was revealed for this purpose: to destroy the Devil’s works™ (1 John 3:8b, HCSB).

Jesus’ victories in his earthly ministry over sin, death, and the devil were a
foreshadowing of His victory on the cross. The cross is where the guilt of sin met its end. The
cross is where death died. The cross is where the devil was defeated. Jesus said, "Now is the
judgment of this world. Now the ruler of this world will be cast out. As for Me, if | am lifted up
from the earth | will draw all GeopleCto Myself* (John 12:31-32, HCSB).

The Bible is very clear about the victory of the cross. This victory particularly relates to
the power of Satan that operates through temptation and the world system that keeps people in
spiritual slavery. The person who identifies with the cross can have victory as well. The Bible
states it this way:

And when you were dead in trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made
you alive with Him and forgave us all our trespasses. He erased the certificate of debt,
with its obligations, that was against us and opposed to us, and has taken it out of the way
by nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and disgraced them
publicly; He triumphed over them by Him (Colossians 2:13-15, HCSB).

The cross has taken us from death to life in Christ. We have been forgiven for all our sins
—no more guilt and no more blame. The accusations against us were nailed to the cross. Jesus
took the guilt upon Himself. At the cross, He defeated all the power of the enemy. Through His
death and resurrection, Jesus conquered His enemies and ascended to heaven like a king
returning home with the captive army in tow. "For this reason God also highly exalted Him and
gave Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow
— of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth — and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9-11, HCSB).

| hope you now see why the cross is the best-known symbol in the world — about the most
important event in human history. | could say it is the most important event in my history as
well.

Let’s bow our heads and I’ll lead us in prayer as we wrap up this teaching time and you
go to your final discussion and assignment time. Let’s pray.
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Session 2
I Before You Meet

v
v
v

Preview the Session 2 A and B.

Review the discussion questions in Part A and B.

Pray for each member of your group by name. Pray for them as they look for
prayer partners. Ask for God to help them as they begin their memory work in the
training. Pray for their participation in your church’s outreach program.
Participate in your church’s outreach program.

Look over the “Activity for the Week.” Go ahead and download the audio and
PDF of “Scenes of the CROSS.”

Remind the group that each of them is to pray with their prayer partner each
week.

Before you leave, remind your group to bring their Participant Guide and a Bible
each week.

I Session Outline

v

AN N N NI N YN

Ask the ice breaker questions (5 minutes). You also may add other questions as
needed. Ask how they are doing on their Activities for the Week.

Teach Part A (15-20 minutes).

Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).

Teach Part B (15-20 minutes).

Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).

Prayer Time (3 minutes).

Make assignments of “Activity for the Week” (2 minutes).

Remind them to keep up with their memory work.

Call attention to the www.ShareAsYouGo.com site as the source for downloading
helps on learning the “Scenes of the CROSS.”
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CRDSS

Scene
Session 2

The story of the CROSS can be a powerful way to share the gospel story with someone.
People may appreciate who Jesus is and what He did by knowing more of the story of the cross.

Welcome to session two of CROSS Evangelism Training. In this session | will encourage
you to learn the story of the cross that is found in the Passion Week of Jesus — eight scenes of
Jesus in the eight days surrounding His death and resurrection.

It you think this is going to be too much to remember, don’t worry. I have designed a
little tool to help you tell the story of the cross visually and interactively. It’s called Scenes of the
CROSS. So, if you have a copy of this handy, let’s get started.

There are many ways to begin telling the story of the cross. You can transition to it when
talking about any spiritual subject by asking this question, “Since we are on a spiritual subject,
has anyone ever shared with you the story of the cross, you know, the most important eight days
in the life of Jesus Christ? If they say no, then ask, “May 1?”

Next, show the person the cover of Scenes of the CROSS. Tell them this booklet contains
eight important scenes covering the eight days during the passion week of Jesus Christ.

Jesus and His disciples were traveling to Jerusalem for the Passover celebration. On the
way, Jesus already had predicted His arrest, trial, death, and resurrection to His disciples. Jesus
said, “Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over to the chief
priests and the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death. Then they will hand Him over to the
Gentiles, and they will mock Him, spit on Him, flog Him, and kill Him, and He will rise after
three days” (Mark 10:33-34).

Scene One has one guestion. It’s the question crowds of people were asking as Jesus rode into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. The whole city was shaken because of Him. Everyone was asking,
“Who is this?” The crowds of people loved Him; though the religious leaders didn’t. He was
“The Darling Jesus” on that first day.

I Who is Jesus to you today?

Scene Two has two demands. On this second day, Monday, Jesus demanded fruit from a fig
tree and He demanded a focus on God in the temple.

Jesus and the disciples were on their way to the temple when they came upon a fig tree
that had no fruit on it. In the past, the Bible had used the fig tree as a symbol for God’s people.
Like a fig tree is supposed to bear fruit, God expected His people's religion to make a difference
in their lives. In the same way, Jesus expects His followers to demonstrate love and mercy.
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When your “faith” does not make you a better person, you are like a fig tree that doesn’t
bear fruit. Jesus demanded fruit.

After Jesus passed the fig tree, He went to the Temple. He entered the outer court of the
temple and began to drive out all the merchants who were buying and selling there. He said
God’s house was made for prayer but they had turned it into a den of thieves. They lost focus on
what God really wanted. God wanted communion, not commerce. Jesus demanded their focus
be on God.

Jesus demands His people display two qualities: fruit and focus. He demands that we
show real love to one another and true worship to God. He was “The Demanding Jesus™ on that
second day.

I What would it be like if Christians lived as Jesus demanded?

Scene Three has three discussions. Now it’s Tuesday, and Jesus had three discussions with
three groups of people. The first discussion was philosophical. The religious leaders asked
Jesus where He received His authority, His power. Before Jesus answered, He tested their
commitment to truth. He asked them whether John the Baptist’s authority had come from God or
from men. The leaders wouldn’t answer because they had rejected John, yet all the people knew
John’s authority came from God. The leaders' commitment was to keeping their power, not to
truth, so Jesus refused to continue the discussion. He will not continue a discussion with people
who are interested in keeping their power and opinions instead of the truth.

When you examine Jesus, ask yourself, “Am I looking for truth or am I just wanting to
justify myself?” This is the discussion of truth and power.

The second discussion was political. The political leaders asked Jesus if they should pay
taxes to Caesar or not. This was a trick question, because supporters of paying taxes and not
paying taxes were both there. These men thought they would make Jesus look bad. No matter
how he answered the question.

Jesus answered them in a way no one expected. He found a common basis of agreement
by drawing attention to a coin that would be used to pay taxes. On the coin was the image of
Caesar. Everyone agreed that the coin was part Rome's possession and part theirs. Jesus then
said, “Give back to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s”
(Matthew 22:21).

Here Jesus used hypocritical questioning to teach an important truth: We owe a lot to
God — that’s no surprise — but we also owe a lot to others. Jesus didn’t say “Give.” He said,
“Give back.” You received something from Caesar; give back to him what you owe. You
received something from God; give back to God what you owe as well. With Caesar, it was just
taxes, but what is owed to God? We should be most concerned about that.

Some people believe that to respect the state is to disrespect God. This is not the case. In
respecting the state, you respect the God who ordained it. A government without God is tyranny
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and attempting to have God without government is anarchy. Mankind needs both — in their
proper places. Jesus is reasonable and balanced. This is the discussion about government and
God.

The third discussion was spiritual. In the crowd that day were some people who were
the secularists of their day. They wanted to make people who believe in the Scriptures look
foolish, so they used an apparent contradiction in the Old Testament law to ask Jesus a question
about marriage in the afterlife. If a man died without having a child, the law required his brother
to marry the childless brother’s wife. The secularists asked what happened if the wife married all
seven brothers and all of them died without leaving an heir? If there really is a resurrection,
wouldn't that create huge problems in family life? They asked their question this way:
“Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven? For they all had married
her” (Matthew 22:28).

Jesus answered them by appealing to the same Scripture and pointing out their lack of
understanding. He explained that the resurrection is a new order of reality, not the continuation
of this present order as we know it. In the resurrection, both our nature and our relationships to
each other will be changed. Jesus then went on to show the humanists that the Scripture even
taught that their forefathers who had died long before — Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob — actually
were still alive. This was the discussion about Scripture.

The spiritual discussion continued with a question about the best way a person should
live their life. It was a question about the meaning and purpose of life. Someone asked, “Which
commandment is the most important of all?” (Mark 12:28).

Jesus answered this question from the Scriptures as well. He said “This is the most
important ... Love the Lord Your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength. The second is: Love Your neighbor as yourself. There is no other
commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:29-31).

The man who had asked the question affirmed Jesus’ statement and added that loving
God and loving your neighbor is more important than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices a
person could offer. Jesus commented on this man’s spiritual address, saying he was not far from
the kingdom of God. This is the discussion about the afterlife and purpose of this life.

In Scene Three, Jesus deals with three kinds of discussions: philosophical, political, and
spiritual. From these we can learn that truth is more important than power. Recognition is better
than exclusion. And only by loving God and loving others can our lives find true meaning now
and in eternity. He was “The Discussion Jesus” on that third day.

I What is your impression of Jesus’ discussion?

Scene Four has four denunciations. It’s Wednesday and in this scene Jesus gives four types of
denunciations against the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. First, Jesus denounced their view of
themselves. Jesus said the motivation of these leaders was for their own recognition and not
service to God. Jesus said, “They do everything to be observed by others...” (Matthew 23:5a).
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Don’t be like them. God sees everything you do. Make that enough. Isn’t God the most
important observer anyway?

Second, Jesus denounced their view of other people. Jesus rebuked the arrogance of the
religious leaders and then taught the proper way to greatness. He said the way up in God’s
kingdom is the way down. It’s being a servant to others, not others serving you. These leaders
thought they were better than others. Jesus taught that a truly great person is one who helps the
ones who need it the most, no matter what it costs.

Third, Jesus denounced their view of salvation. Jesus rebuked the religious leaders for
making it harder for people to be saved. He said, “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! You lock up the kingdom of heaven from people. For you don’t go in, and you don’t
allow those entering to go in”” (Matthew 23:13). Heaven is locked up because people see the
phony lives of religious people and conclude that religious people have nothing they want. The
hypocrites themselves won’t enter into true, life-changing faith — and at the same time they keep
out others as well.

Last, Jesus denounced their view of God. Jesus rebuked these leaders for following
legalism instead of following God. These men should have known better. Salvation cannot be
found in observing the law. No one can fully keep it. These leaders convinced themselves and
others that God wanted outward conformity to a religion. If the legal requirements were met,
then the heart of a person didn’t really matter. Nothing could be farther from the truth. Even in
the Old Testament, the Bible says, “Man does not see what the Lord sees, for man sees what'’s
visible, but the Lord sees the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). These religious leaders had a wrong view
of God, which led to a wrong view of what God wanted. Jesus ended His rebuke by saying to
these religious leaders, “Snakes! Brood of vipers! How can you escape being condemned to
hell?” (Matthew 23:33). These were the strongest words Jesus had for anyone. It demonstrates
how a wrong view of God leads to a wrong view of salvation. A wrong view of self will lead to a
wrong view of others as well. These wrong views, taught to others, could ultimately cause them
to be lost in hell forever.

Why does Jesus stir up so much trouble? It’s because He cares. Some things are worth
risking your relationships. Some things are worth risking your income. Some things are worth
risking your reputation. Here we have four good ones. How you view yourself is worth it. How
you view other people is worth it. How you view salvation is worth it. How you view God is
worth it. Your view of God will color how you view everything else. If you view God correctly,
your life will be better for it. What is the lesson from the denouncing Jesus? Some things are
worth risking everything: the correct view of self, of others, of salvation, and of God. He
was “The Denouncing Jesus” on that fourth day.

I What is your opinion of Jesus, knowing He had problems with these leaders and their
views?

Ok, now it’s time to break for discussion. When we come back we’ll work through the
last four scenes of the cross.
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Break for Discussion
Welcome back. Let’s look now at the last four scenes of the cross.

Scene Five has five_devotions. It’s Thursday evening and Jesus shows His devotion to the
Father and His disciples in five ways. They were in the upper room of a home in Jerusalem,
preparing to celebrate Passover. The Bible says, “Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that
His hour had come to depart from this world to the Father. Having loved His own who were in
the world, He loved them to the end" (John 13:1). This is true devotion.

First, Jesus demonstrates to His disciples that He is devoted to serve. Jesus gets up,
takes off His outer clothing, picks up a towel and water basin, and begins to wash the disciples’
feet. He used this as an object lesson to explain the nature of His work and theirs.

Second, in Jesus’ appeal to Judas we see that He is devoted to save. Jesus, knowing
Judas had already planned to betray Him, spoke openly that one of the disciples would betray
Him. He told them of the fate awaiting this person and stressed that it would have been better for
this person to never have been born than to carry out the betrayal. He tried to save Judas from
ruining his life. Even though Jesus is devoted to save, He allows us to make our own choices —
even if they are wrong choices.

Third, by Jesus transforming the Passover observance into the Lord’s Supper, we can
understand that He is devoted to sacrifice — devoted to His sacrifice. The bread represents His
body, given as a sacrifice for our sin. The cup of wine represents the new covenant in His blood,
poured out for us.

Fourth, after the meal Jesus leads the disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane. There He
prays for His disciples — and all future followers — to make it through the challenges they will
face. Here we see Jesus is devoted to secure his followers. He will never turn His back on those
who belong to Him.

Fifth, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus goes off by himself to pray. Jesus surrenders
His will to the Father’s will. Here He is devoted to surrender. Devoted Jesus prayed, “My
Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, Your will be done™ (Matthew 26:42). It was after this
that Judas arrived with the temple guards. Judas kissed Jesus to show the guards which one to
arrest. Then the guards took Jesus away, and the disciples ran off in confusion.

In the devoted Jesus we see the five aspects of His commitment to God and to those He
came to save. Jesus is devoted to serve, save, sacrifice, secure, and surrender. He was “The
Devoted Jesus” on that fifth day.

I Could you ever devote yourself to someone like Jesus?

Scene Six has six disputes in six trials. It’s Friday morning, just after 1:00 am. The first three
trials are religious and the second three are civil.
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First is the dispute over Jesus' people. Jesus was taken to the former high priest, Annas.
He questioned Jesus about His disciples.

Second is the dispute over Jesus' preaching. While Jesus was before Annas, He was
questioned about the content of His teaching to the crowds.

Third is the dispute over Jesus' pronouncements. Jesus was then sent to the current
High Priest about 2:00 or 3:00 am. There many false witnesses came forward to testify against
Jesus. Their testimonies about what Jesus said contradicted each other.

Fourth is the dispute over Jesus' person. Finally the High priest stood up and asked
Jesus who He was. He asked, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus replied,
“Iam” (Mark 14:61b-62a). At this reply, the High Priest, chief priests, and elders condemned
Jesus to death. Guards took Jesus, blindfolded Him, beat and abused Him. Jesus was then
formally condemned to death by the Sanhedrin around 5:00 am.

Fifth is the dispute over Jesus' performance. Sometime after 5:00 am, the Roman
governor, Pontius Pilate, questioned Jesus, asking Him what He had done. There were many
accusations against Jesus, but Pilate could not find anything that deserved punishment. Pilate
sent Him to the governor over Galilee, Herod Antipas, sometime before 6:00 am. After
questioning Jesus, Herod was uncomfortable with the situation, so he sent Jesus back to Pilate.

Sixth is the dispute over Jesus' punishment. Pilate, trying to satisfy the mob, informed
the chief priests that Jesus was charged with inciting rebellion among the people. The priests
were not satisfied, however, and they incited the mob to demand Jesus be crucified. Pilate had
Jesus flogged and then handed Him over to be crucified.

Jesus underwent six trials concerning six disputes: about His person, His people, His
performance, His preaching, His pronouncements, and His punishment. He was “The Disputed
Jesus” on that sixth day.

I Are you tempted to question God when treated unfairly?

Scene Seven has seven events. (Describing Jesus' despised condition) Hundreds of years earlier,
the Hebrew prophet Isaiah predicted Jesus would be despised when he wrote:

“He [Jesus] was despised and rejected by men, a man of suffering who knew what
sickness was. He was like one people turned away from; He was despised, and we didn’t value
Him. Yet He Himself bore our sicknesses, and He carried our pains; but we in turn regarded
Him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But He was pierced because of our
transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on Him, and we
are healed by His wounds. We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way;
and the Lord has punished Him for the iniquity of us all ” (Isaiah 53:3-6, HCSB).
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First, Jesus was despised in His execution. In crucifixion, Jesus underwent the most
painful and humiliating form of execution. He was taken by the Romans to a hill called
Golgotha. Two other condemned men were executed at the same time. It was about 9:00 am.

Second, Jesus was despised as a king. After Jesus was nailed to the cross, the Romans
posted a sign above His head that read, “THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” The
chief priests tried to have the sign changed, but Pilate refused.

Third, Jesus was despised in His nakedness. The soldiers who crucified Jesus took His
clothes and divided them up by casting lots (gambling). This fulfilled another prophecy that was
several hundred years old: “They divided my garments among themselves, and they cast lots for
my clothing” (Psalm 22:16).

Fourth, Jesus was despised by His own people. As the crowd passed by, they hurled
insults at Jesus. Even the religious leaders and temple officials mocked Him openly.

Fifth, Jesus despised His own well-being in concern for others. One of the crucified
criminals hanging near Jesus asked to be remembered when Jesus came into His kingdom. Jesus
said to him, “T assure you: Today you will be with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

Jesus’ mother, Mary, and the disciple John stood near the cross. Other women were there
as well. Jesus, seeing His mother, told John to care for Mary as if she was his very own mother.

Sixth, it appears Jesus was despised by God. From noon until 3:00 pm, darkness fell
over all the land. About 3:00 pm, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “‘My God, My God, why have
You forsaken Me?’” (Matthew 27:46). It seems that even God despised Jesus. Jesus' words were
a direct quotation from another ancient prophecy that described the kind of death the Messiah
would experience and the results that would come from it.

After receiving a drink, Jesus said, “I¢ is finished” (John 19:30). Then He bowed His
head and drew His last breath. In that moment, the ground shook, rocks split apart, tombs opened
up, and the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

Seventh, Jesus was despised but then declared the Son of God. The question the
crowd asked on the first day was, “Who is this?”” That’s a good question. Who is this man?
That’s a question each of us needs to answer for ourselves.

The answer on this day came from an unlikely source. One of the Roman soldiers,
standing there at the cross, saw all that happened and became terrified. He cried out, “This man
really was God’s Son!”” (Matthew 27:54). He answered the question in the first scene: This was
“The Despised Jesus” who is the Son of God.

I How do you think Jesus felt when He was despised by others?
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If Jesus is the Son of God, then surely the story doesn’t end with His death and burial — or
does it? No, there is one more scene. Jesus promised He would conquer sin and death and rise on
the third day.

Scene Eight has eight victories. (In eight appearances of Jesus) Sunday is the first day of the
week. It was the 8" day after Jesus’ celebrated entry into Jerusalem. The Bible states God
created the heavens and the earth in 6 days and rested on the 7th. The number 7 in the
Bible is the number for completion because God rested on the 7th day. The number 8 is
the number above completion. 7 + 1 is the start of a new creation, a new order of things; 8
is the number of the resurrection. Jesus said, “Look, I am making everything new” (Revelation
21:5).

That first Easter morning brought an empty tomb, a risen Savior, and victory over sin and
death. This is the scene of "The Dominant Jesus.” On this day, a new order of existence was
born. Jesus was resurrected from the dead! Nothing like this had ever happened before.
Resurrection is not resuscitation, like the people Jesus brought back to life — they died again.
Resurrection is not reincarnation. Resurrection is not a mystical vision or a phantom appearance
by a ghost. Resurrection is the remaking, the transforming of matter in this created order. It
becomes something new, something that has never existed before.

The Bible records at least 8 appearances of the dominant Jesus to different people at
various times and locations over a 40-day period before He ascended into heaven. In each
of these appearances, there is a victory.

First, Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene at the tomb (Mark 16:9). Mary was weeping at
the tomb, thinking she had lost Jesus. Jesus appeared and brought victory over despair.

Second, Jesus appeared to other women as they were leaving the tomb (Matthew 28:9-
10). They thought he was dead, but he appeared to them and they worshipped Him there. Jesus
brought victory over death.

Third, Jesus met up with two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32). These
men were talking about all the week's events surrounding Jesus. They didn’t understand what
had happened. Jesus talked with them and stayed with them until they understood. Jesus brought
victory over confusion.

Fourth, Jesus appeared to 10 disciples who were hiding together (Luke 24:36-43; John
20:19-25). These disciples were afraid of what might happen to them since Jesus had been Killed.
Jesus brought victory over fear.

Fifth, Jesus appeared to all 11 remaining disciples (Mark 16:14; John 20:26-31).

Thomas, who had doubted Jesus’ resurrection, was with them this time. Jesus brought victory
over doubt.
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Sixth, Jesus appeared to 7 disciples, including Peter, who had denied Jesus three times.
(John 21). At this appearance, Jesus puts Peter back into ministry. Jesus brought victory over
failure.

Seventh, Jesus appeared to the 11 disciples at a pre-arranged location on a mountain in
Galilee (Matthew 28:16-20). There Jesus told them He had been given all power and authority.
He gave His disciples the great commission to make disciples. Jesus brought victory over all
power.

Eighth, Jesus’ finally appeared to as many as 500 of His followers at one time. He
confirmed the completion of His mission and the promise of the Holy Spirit (Luke 22:44-49;
Acts 1:3-8). Jesus had victory over all things.

Now Jesus' followers watched Him ascend to heaven. He disappeared from sight into a
cloud. Suddenly two men in white stood before the disciples and told them Jesus would return
the same way He was taken up into heaven. The Bible teaches that Jesus will return to judge the
earth and set up His everlasting kingdom. This is “The Dominant Jesus,” who is the only
Savior of the world.

I Which victory is most important to you?

Earlier, Jesus had asked Peter, “Who do you say that [ am?” Like the Roman soldier,
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:15-16). Jesus
called Peter blessed because God had revealed this truth to Peter.

Now that you have heard this story, allow me to ask you the same question: “Who do you
say Jesus is?” Is there anything about Jesus that draws you to Him? Knowing how you have
lived, and what you have done with Jesus in your life, if He was to return today, would you be
prepared to stand before Him? Why or why not?

Would you like to trust Christ alone for eternal life and discover the most important thing
that could ever happen to you? Pray this prayer or a similar prayer from your heart to express
that trust.

Prayer: Dear God, I know I'm a sinner. I believe Christ died on the cross for my sins and then

arose. Please forgive me of all my sin. | turn and now confess you as Lord and trust you alone
for my salvation. Thank you for forgiveness and the free gift of eternal life. Amen.
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Session 3
Before You Meet

v
v
v

v

Preview the Session 3 A and B.

Review the discussion questions in Part A and B.

Pray for each member of your group by name. Pray for their life witness to others.
Ask God to help them keep the CROSS Commitment. Pray for their participation
in your church’s outreach program.

Participate in your church’s outreach program.

Look over the “Activity for the Week.” Go ahead use the FIRE questions with a
few people. This will give you some interesting discussion points and encourage
them to begin spiritual conversations with others.

Don’t fall behind in your own memory work.

Session Outline

v

ANANENE NN

Ask the ice breaker questions (5 minutes). You also may add other questions as
needed. Ask how they are doing on their Activities for the Week.

Teach Part A (15-20 minutes).

Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).

Teach Part B (15-20 minutes).

Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).

Prayer Time (3 minutes).

Make assignments of “Activity for the Week” (2 minutes).

Remind them to keep up with their memory work.
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CRDSS
FIRE
Session 3

PART A
Fear

Just about everyone has a fear. I have a fear of heights. OK, I guess it’s really a fear of
falling from high places! The first time | drove on a narrow mountain road, | was terrified the car
would fall off the road. That fear was almost paralyzing. Certainly, we should pay attention to
some fears. Fear warns us of real danger. While my fear of heights didn’t keep me from driving
up the mountain, it did keep me away from the edge of the road.

So, certain fears have their place, but other fears need to be conquered. Doing a good
thing in spite of fear is called courage. Having no fear is not courage. Courage is doing
something good and right in spite of the fear. You don’t need courage if you have no fear.

If you ask Christians about the greatest problem they have in sharing their faith, the most
popular answer is "Fear." Most say it’s the fear of being rejected. A close second is the fear of
not knowing enough to answer questions or objections.

In this session we will deal with the issue of fear, explore how to begin a spiritual
conversation, and then learn how to tell our salvation story.

Let’s go back to this fear of sharing our faith. It’s understandable to be concerned about
rejection. No healthy person wants to be rejected. We want to be loved and accepted. But still we
need to share. So let me offer a few suggestions about the fear factor in sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ.

You should be sharing, first, because of your love for God, then out of your love for
others. If we are paralyzed with fear when we think about sharing with others, then we have a
misplaced view of God and other people.

While Jesus loved people, His attitude and witness were not affected by acceptance or
rejection but by His love relationship with the Father. Jesus stated several times that He knew
His Father loved Him and that He loved the Father. Jesus demonstrated His love by obeying His
Father.

But what about love for others? Isn’t that an important motivation? Of course it is, but
our love for others flows out of our love for God.
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Misplaced Motivation

If your primary motivation for witnessing is your love for others, you eventually will
become discouraged. Not everyone will respond well to you or the gospel. After a while, our
witness will cool. Unless your witness is based in the love of God, negative responses will cause
you to become discouraged and even stop sharing Christ. I know this to be true. | have
experienced this in my own life.

(At this point, you may want to tell your own experience or relay this experience below
from Jimmy Kinnaird.)

Several years ago | was part of a special ministry in New Orleans' French Quarter. We
had a Jazz Band that played and shared Christ in the streets. Over the course of six months, many
people put their faith in Jesus Christ. We distributed over a quarter of a million gospel tracts.

I wanted to share Christ, but I had two problems. The first was fear. I hadn’t done street
evangelism before and didn’t know how people would respond. My second problem was the
belief that if people would just hear the great and wonderful gospel, they all would want to be
saved.

When our group began to play, a crowd would gather. After each set, we would talk to
the people, handing out brochures and offering to talk about why we were in the Quarter. We
saw response, rejection, and a lot of indifference.

Over time, my attitude began to change. We went out every day, late morning to late
night, day after day, week after week, month after month. | hate to admit it, but I got tired. I got
frustrated.

My lowest point was trying to share the gospel with a man who kept coming up with
excuses why he wouldn’t believe. Didn’t he see I was out there for him? Frustrated, I said to
him, “Well, then just go ahead and go to Hell then.”

Do you see my problem? | was out there for that man — and for me. Sure, | was serving
God, but my focus had shifted from God’s love to man’s response. Focusing on a persons’
response is where fear can creep in. What if they reject you or the gospel? What if they ask a
question you can’t answer? What if you look foolish?

When we don’t share because of fear, our focus has gone wrong. The only solution is
getting the focus right by getting our love relationship with God right.

Jesus wasn’t afraid to tell people the truth about God. One reason is that Jesus kept
His priority on His obedience to God. Jesus said, "I have come down from heaven, not to do My
will, but the will of Him who sent Me" (John 6:38). He also said, “...Just as the Father taught
Me, | say these things. The One who sent Me is with Me. He has not left Me alone, because |
always do what pleases Him” (John 8:28b-29). Jesus was careful to deliver from the Father just

30| Page



what the Father intended. He knew this would determine the nature of His relationship with the
Father. That is how important His relationship with the Father was to Him.

Another reason is that Jesus didn’t want to be left on His own. He said, “He has not left
Me alone, because | always do what pleases Him “(John 8:29). Jesus knew saving souls required
divine help. God’s power flowed through Jesus and the Holy Spirit worked in people's hearts as
Jesus ministered to them.

God has not left us alone either. You are never alone when you share Christ. God is
working in the hearts of people before you even open your mouth and speak. The results of your
encounter are not up to you, so your motivation should not be determined by another person’s
response. If Jesus’ primary motivation was for people or their response to Him, He would have
given up long before reaching the cross. Most people rejected Him and His message.

So how did Jesus overcome fear? How was he able to love those who rejected Him and
keep teaching the message of the kingdom? Jesus’ motivation for sharing the words of
eternal life and going to the cross came out of His love relationship with His Father. This is
why in the Garden of Gethsemane, under the extreme duress of His impending death Jesus
prayed, “Father, if You are willing, take this cup away from Me—nevertheless, not My will, but
Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). His love relationship with the Father was so strong it overcame
fear of rejection, pain, and even death. He was willing to go to the cross to preserve the
relationship he treasured more than anything else.

The same motivation that helped Jesus overcome His fear of the cross will help us
overcome our fear of sharing the message of the CROSS. The Bible says, “There is no fear in
love, instead, perfect love drives out fear...” (1 John 4:18).

How does “perfect love” cast out fear? The word “perfect” used here means “to have
reached completeness or maturity.” It is “full grown” love that drives out fear.

But what is “full grown” love? It's quite different from the love we hear about today. It's
not emotion or sexual love. It's not love for a thing or activity. When focused on God, full grown
love is total commitment and trust in God — a continual, complete surrender of yourself to God
through Jesus Christ. It's a love that continually grows as you grow in your relationship with
God. Always maturing. Always surrendering. Always trusting.

“Full grown” love puts the welfare of others above your own — whether they are your
friends or enemies. It doesn’t distinguish because its focus is not on them but on the God who
offers “full grown” love to them all.

The mercy of God in your life changes the way you look at life. “Full grown” love causes

us to lose our right to fear and to hate. We are now commanded by our new Master to love,
because that’s what He’s shown to us.
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This love is deep and mysterious. It should be at the core of who we are. It’s at the core
of who God is, “because God is love” (1 John 4:8b). God’s love gives us incomparable worth. It
defines who we are and how we view others.

Our “full grown” love makes God’s love a reality to others. It gives them worth, no
matter who they are or what they’ve done. This love shares the cross because its focus is on the
God who gives worth to the worthless. It doesn’t matter how they respond. Their response to the
cross is between them and God. This is how “perfect love drives out fear.”

Love as Obedience

Jesus described “full grown” love as obedience. His love for the Father was proven by
His obedience to the Father. Our obedience to Jesus proves our love for Him. With the proper
foundation of love, you can overcome fear and other barriers in your evangelism. I’ll repeat what
the Bible says again, "There is no fear in love; instead, perfect love drives out fear... “(1 John
4:18a).

Maybe you’re thinking, “Ok, so I agree. If I was living this 'full grown' love I might not
be so afraid to share my faith. So how do I do this?” I'm glad you asked! Let’s look at Jesus’
relationship to the Father and then apply it to us.

First, Jesus loved His Father because He knew His Father. He knew His love, power,
righteousness and mercy. He knew Him intimately and completely. To develop this love you
must know your heavenly Father and appreciate what He is doing for you through the
cross of Jesus.

Second, Jesus loved His Father because He knew His Father loved Him. You need
believe the Father loves you and accept His love into your life. The Father’s love is much
deeper and wider and stronger than we can begin to imagine. It’s greater than the ocean is to cup
of water.

Third, Jesus valued His love relationship with His Father more than anything else. That's
why He wouldn't let anything come between them. You need to value your love relationship
with God above everything thing. You must continually seek God, confess failures and look
for God’s direction.

Fourth, Because of this love relationship, Jesus understood His life had purpose. He had a
mission to fulfill. You need to know the reason you’re here. You need to understand what God
wants you to do.

Fifth, Jesus knew His love relationship was determined by His obedience to the mission
from His Father. Your love relationship with God also is determined by your obedience. You
need to actually obey Jesus’ commands. Then you will remain in His love. Jesus said, “As the
Father has loved me, I have also loved you. Remain in My love. If you keep My commands you
will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commands and remain in His love. “I
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have spoken these things to you so that My joy may be in you and your joy may be complete”
(John 15:9-11). Jesus said He loved us the same way the Father loved Him. He passed that love
on to us. The way He remained in the Father’s love was by keeping the Father’s commands. If
we keep Jesus' commands, we will remain in His love and experience “full-grown” joy.

So what are the commands?
The Commands of Jesus

Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment: love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you must also love one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you
have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35, HCSB) “Full grown” love looks like the love Jesus
showed His disciples. This kind of love is a successful evangelistic force. Jesus said, “By this all
people will know that you are My disciples.” As we follow Jesus’ other command to make
disciples of all nations, they will see the love we have for one another.

So there are two commands: Love one another and preach the gospel to the whole
world. It sounds very simple. Are we making it too complicated?

Consider this: We didn’t volunteer for this assignment and we’re not responsible for its
success. We are responsible, however, to keep His commands and remain in His love. Your life
will be full of joy and your prayers will be answered. Jesus said, "You did not choose Me, but |
chose you. | appointed you that you should go out and produce fruit and that your fruit should
remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will give you. This is what |
command you: love one another” (John 15:16-17).

This “full grown” love will accomplish two things. First, the world will know you are a
disciple of Jesus, and they will know it in an attractive way. Second, you will produce fruit.
It’s a fruit that remains.This fruit will display itself in two ways. First, it will be the fruit of the
Spirit. The Bible says, "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faith" (Galatians 5:22). Love is the fruit and all the other characteristics — joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, and faith — are its fragrances. It reads like the definition of love in 1
Corinthians 13: 4-7.

Second, there will be the fruit of souls. The Bible says, “The fruit of the righteous is a
tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30, NIV). People will want to know
your Savior because of this supernatural love. Many people have longed all their lives for a love
like this. God designed it that way. He’s placed eternity in their hearts and nothing else satisfies
(Ecc.3:11).

Today, make “full grown” love your goal. The by-product of “full grown” love will be
recognition in the world as a disciple of Jesus. The fruit of evangelism will follow. That is how
“full grown” love helps you overcome fear.

It now time for us to go into our discussion groups. When we return, we will learn how to
turn a conversation to spiritual things.
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BREAK
PART B
Turning a Conversation to Spiritual Things

Welcome back to this second part of session three of CROSS Evangelism Training. In
part A we dealt with fear and now we are ready to begin sharing. But where do you begin? In my
experience, turning a conversation to spiritual things is one of the most difficult things for a
Christian to do.

Moving a conversation to spiritual things could take a moment or a long time. It depends
on your ability to establish rapport and discover another person’s spiritual address. One thing has
proven true: It’s better to mention spiritual matters early. You don't need to give a complete
spiritual history but you could, when talking about children for instance, tell what your church is
doing in the children’s or youth ministry. You may, when talking about other matters, bring up
that your church has recently had a seminar that you or others found helpful. This will let others
know something of your spiritual orientation so when you get to the gospel, it won't be a
surprise. This approach is called "the indirect method.” What you are doing is seeding your
conversation with spiritual or religious references. Then you see how they respond. This builds
on the direction the conversation already is heading.

A more direct approach uses directive questioning. Directive questioning is a method that
will help you guide a conversation from everyday things to spiritual things. If the person is open,
you can discover his spiritual address and then share Christ. In CROSS Evangelism training, we
use an acronym to help remember the progression from everyday things to spiritual things. The
acronym is the word FIRE. F.I.LR.E.

“F” stands for Eriend. You are making a friend or becoming a better friend. You will
talk about things friends talk about. You may ask questions such as, “Where are you from? Are
you married? Do you have children? What do you like to do for fun? A question I like to ask at
the “Friend” level is “Can you tell me something important about yourself today?” You want to
make it a dialogue. Again, you are making a friend or affirming your friendship. This is an
important relational connection. It’s amazing what kind of information you can discover about a
person by just chatting on the friendship level. Don’t discount its value!

We did some interview of people on the street using the FIRE acrostic, look at how they
responded to this first question. (Play Video “Tell me something important about yourself
today.)

The next level is value. This is the “I”” in FIRE. The “I” stands for Important. You want
to find out what is close to the heart of this person. The question to ask is, “What is the most
important thing that has ever happened to you?” Listen to the response. Sometimes a person will
turn it back on you and ask you the same question. Your proper response should be: “I’ll answer
that if you will answer just one more question for me.” Then ask, “What do you think God
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requires for a person to have eternal life? ” By getting an answer to this question, you are able to
discover a person’'s spiritual address. Now you can tell the most important thing for you: Your
new life in Jesus Christ through the cross.

Look at how these on the street answered this question. (Play Video “What’s the most important
thing that has ever happened to you?”)

In response to the “Important Question”, non-Christians will name different things
according to their stage in life and usually something positive. Some will say getting their job,
others will say getting married. Most who have children will say the birth of their children.
Christians who are not spiritually minded also will say these things, not thinking of what Christ
has done for them.

The way people answer this question will tell you a lot about what they value. You may
ask a follow-up question like: “How has that changed your life?”

If the person has not named anything spiritual of value, now is the time to bring it up.
Since you already are talking about important, life-changing events, it’s a smooth transition to
ask the “R” question in FIRE. “R” stands for Religious. It’s basically the same question as the
last, but this time the word “God” is inserted. This makes it a religious question: “What is the
most important thing God has done for you?” Listen to the response. Often people will mention
something negative God has brought them through. It could be an illness, a car wreck, a divorce
or a business failure. They may never have thought about God’s involvement in their lives at all
and not know what to say. Listen to how this question was answered on the street. (Play Video:
What is the most important thing God has done for you?)

Certainly in answer to that question you would hope a Christian would say, “God sending
His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for my sins.” This does not always happen, however.
Whatever they say, go on and ask the last question.

The last question in FIRE is the “E” question. “E” stands for Eternal. It goes like this:
“What do you think God requires for a person to have eternal life?” There are really only two
answers. There is the “faith” answer of trusting in Jesus Christ or the "doing" answer of trying to
be right with God. If a person doesn’t give a good “faith” answer, then you will need to share the
CROSS with them. Even if a person says they don’t know, that's not a “faith” answer. If they
say, “Just believe.” Ask, “Believe in what?” Find out what they are really trusting in for eternal
life. If they don’t know, establish that.

Let’s see how our people on the street answered this last question (Play Video: “What do you
think God requires for a person to have eternal life?”)

To get to a destination, travelers must know two things: where they want to go and where
they are now. Without both of these, They will not reach their destination. To help a person
discover God’s forgiveness through the CROSS, we need to know their current spiritual address
and current spiritual need.
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If the person doesn’t give you a true “faith” answer, ask: “May I share with the most
important thing that has ever happened to me? It’s how I came to know God loved me because of
the cross.” At this point, briefly share your salvation story. Then ask, “I’d like to share with you
what the Bible says about how a person can have forgiveness of sin and eternal life, if that’s all
right? The word CROSS can help you discover eternal life.” Then you go into the CROSS
presentation, using whatever form you are most comfortable using.

Now you know the key for overcoming fear in sharing the faith, it’s remaining in God’s

perfect love. We also explored how to begin a conversation and turn it to spiritual things. Let’s
bow our heads, and I’ll lead us in prayer then we’ll go to our discussion groups.
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Session 4

I Before You Meet
v Preview the Session 4 A and B.
v Review the discussion questions in Part A and B.
v" Pray for each member of your group by name. Pray for them as they share the
directive questions of FIRE this week. Pray for boldness in sharing their faith.
Pray for their participation in your church’s outreach program.
v Keep praying with your prayer partner.
Contact missing member or those you may believe need encouragement.
v Look over the “Activity for the Week.” Go ahead and write out your salvation
story. If time allows, submit your story on the ShareAsYouGo.com site.
v Review your own memory work.

<

I Session Outline
v Ask the ice breaker questions (5 minutes). You also may add other questions as
needed. Ask how they are doing on their Activities for the Week.
Teach Part A (8-10 minutes).
Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).
Teach Part B (18-22 minutes).
Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).
Prayer Time (3 minutes).
Make assignments of “Activity for the Week” (2 minutes).
Remind them to bring their own marked New Testament next week. Refer them to
the appendix if they have not completed a marked New Testament.
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CRDSS
Talk

Session 4
Part A

Everyone | know likes a story. I think the best stories are the ones where we identify with
a particular character and what is happening with them. Stories are easy to remember and fun to
tell. Some stories are funny, some have drama, and some are life changing. Welcome Session 4
of CROSS evangelism Training. This session is all about story.

Sharing Your Salvation Story

Everyone who names the name of Christ has a salvation story. The Apostle Paul’s
salvation story is recorded three times in the book of Acts, and each time it follows the same
outline. The original account is found in chapter 9. Paul tells his story to a Jerusalem mob in
chapter 22, and he tells it to King Agrippa in chapter 26. Though the outline is the same each
time, Paul emphasized different parts to fit the need of the moment. He does this in his letters as
well. In the letter to the Philippians, Paul compares his former life to what he values now that he
is a Christian. In his first letter to Timothy, Paul recounts his persecution of the church and how
God’s mercy changed his whole perspective. Paul never got over his salvation and never got
tired of telling others his story. You shouldn’t either.

Let’s take a brief look at Paul’s story in Acts 26 (Turn to Acts 26). In verses 1-11, Paul
talks about his former life. In verses 12-18, Paul explains how he became a believer. In verses
19-23, Paul tells how his life was changed by Christ.

The bottom line is this: Your salvation story is simply telling others what has
happened to you. All you have to do is answer three simple questions and you have a story to
share: (1) What was your life like before you became a follower of Christ? (2) How did you come
to realize your need for Christ? (3) What is your life like now that you have become a follower
of Christ?

A testimony may begin with a personal need, lack of purpose, search for meaning in life,
loss, emptiness, fear, or an experience that became a wakeup call.

Many people who accepted Christ at a young age struggle to answer the first question:
What was your life like before you became a follower of Christ? If so, then use the first
guestion to make a connection with the other person. Tell them briefly about where you were
raised or the conditions in your family. This should be the shortest part of your story anyway.

Spend more time on the second question: How did you come to realize your need for
Christ? You may feel like you don't have a very dramatic salvation story, but you do. Your story

is dramatic because it changed your eternal destiny! You wouldn’t be saved without it!
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Many believers have come to salvation at an early age. This is wonderful thing! At an
early age, you understood your need for Christ. Perhaps you disobeyed your parents or lied. You
don’t have to be very specific. You could even say, “I came to realize I was not a good as I
thought because ....”

You do need to be specific, however, on how you came to trust Christ. What was going
on in your mind? Was there anyone there to help you? What was the location or situation? What
did you do? How did you feel? What changed?

The third question: What is your life like now that you have become a follower of
Christ? What has God done since that day in your life? Have you slipped into sin and yet God
has been with you to see you come back to Him? Has He given you direction or protection?
What blessings has He brought your way? What trials has He seen you through?

To transition into sharing the CROSS, conclude your story with something like this: “I’d
like to share with you what the Bible says about how a person can have forgiveness of sin and
eternal life, if that’s all right? The word CROSS can help us discover eternal life.”” At this point
you share the CROSS presentation of the gospel.

Now, let’s go to our discussion group and when we return we will learn how to share the
CROSS gospel presentation.

BREAK
Part B

Welcome back. One of the easiest ways to share Christ is to share what has already
happened to you. If you still have a hesitation about sharing the gospel with someone, then just
share what’s happened to you. They can’t argue with it, because it's something that happened to
you. It is your story. Also, by sharing your story it will open up an opportunity for you to share
the CROSS. As I mentioned in the first part of this session, it’s easy to transition between your
story and the story of the cross or the CROSS gospel presentation. Just conclude your story with,
“This has been the most important thing that has ever happened to me. I°d like to share with you
what the Bible says about how a person can have forgiveness of sin and eternal life, if that’s all
right? The word CROSS can help us discover eternal life.” At this point, you share the CROSS
presentation of the gospel.

In CROSS Evangelism Training, there are actually six different ways to share the
gospel. First, you can share it from memory. | urge you to memorize enough of the CROSS
presentation so you can at least put it into your own words. You’d be surprised how quickly you
can share the presentation when in conversation with someone, using your own words. As you
become more comfortable in sharing, you can tailor the presentation to that particular situation,
dwelling longer on some points than on others. You can even weave your own salvation story in
the CROSS presentation.
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Second, you can use a marked New Testament. In your participant guide, you will find
instructions on how to take a Bible, or preferably a New Testament, and mark it using the
CROSS gospel presentation. You can then share the gospel directly from your Bible while the
other person reads the verses on the page.

Third, you can tell the story of the CROSS by using the “Scenes of the CROSS,” which
we have already gone over. Everyone loves a story, and this is truly the greatest story ever told.

Fourth, you can tell your story of the CROSS. You can tell your personal encounter
with Jesus Christ.

Fifth, you can put your story of the CROSS on the evangelistic site:
MostImportantThing.org for others to see. The instructions for this are in your participant
guide. The website you will go to is www.ShareAsYouGo.com. This site will help you to
construct your salvation story and then publish it online. By doing this, you can give out Most
Important Thing web cards and link to the site from your e-mail, blog, and social networking
sites. After a person reads your salvation story, they have the option of going on into the CROSS
gospel presentation and actually making a commitment to Christ. You also have the option of
being notified by e-mail every time someone looks at your story online. This approach lets you
use the Internet to enhance your personal evangelism. The cards are great to give out when you
don’t have time to fully share your story. Often I’ll say to someone, “I’d like to give you this
card. If you go to the website and type in my name, you can read about the most important thing
that has ever happened to me.” That usually does it. It’s always better to have asked them the
“Important” question or shared in a word of conversation first. I also like to leave a card with a
generous tip at restaurants.

Sixth, you can share the gospel with the Most Important Thing booklet. The FIRE
questions are printed inside the booklet, as well as some possible responses. You can use it like a
questionnaire. Or if you are in conversation with them already, just begin at the “C is for Christ”

page.

The booklet is particularly helpful if you are just learning the presentation. The cover of
the booklet is also a good conversation starter. There are eight different images of the most
popular important things in people’s lives. When you get to the gospel presentation, you will see
icons on the left side of the page that visually identify the text on the right. By using the booklet,
you also can have the person you are sharing with read the scriptures out loud, like you would if
you were using a marked New Testament. You also can leave the booklet with the person. You
can put your name, contact info, and church name on the back. If you have your story on the
MostimportantThing site, you can show them the URL on the back and tell them to just type in
your name on the site to see the most important thing in your life.

So there are the six ways you can share the CROSS gospel presentation. One of them is
sure to fit your own evangelism style and witnessing situation.

For the balance of our time today, I’m going to talk through the CROSS presentation.
You will have already become familiar with the presentation during your “Activity for the
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Week” assignments. I’ll be using the booklet, but I’ll also give you some tips for sharing as we
go through the presentation. Not only will I be explaining the gospel, but I'll also explain why
it’s presented the way it is.

Before we begin, | want to make one other observation. You will need to adjust your
presentation of the CROSS to the spiritual address of the non-Christian. Some people you
share with will have some church background. They may have a good understanding of who
Jesus Christ is. For these, you won't need to spend as much time discussing who Jesus is and
what He did. Others won't have much of a church background, and you may need to spend quite
a bit of time explaining the person and work of Christ and our sin and condition before God. A
person must understand they are lost before they will want to be found. Because of this, you will
want to make sharing the CROSS a dialogue, involving them in the presentation and asking
questions to clarify their understanding. This is why it is so important to discover what they think
God requires for eternal life. You will see this again at the close of the presentation in just a few
moments.

Ok, let’s begin. I’'m going to start right at the beginning of a conversation. I may say to
someone: “Hi, my name’s Jimmy. What’s yours?” Then I’ll say, “Glad to meet you, tell me
something important about yourself today.”

Recently | asked that question, and the man said he was about to go on vacation. So |
pulled out the booklet and said, “Look here. On the cover of this booklet are 8 things most
people say are important. Vacation is right here. This whole booklet is about important things.
Since you are going on vacation, may I ask you another important question?” Then I ask, “What
would you say is the most important thing that has ever happened to you?”

Do you see how easy it is to get involved in a conversation? This conversation has a
direction, and you can then discover a persons’ spiritual address with the FIRE questions.

So you ask the questions and you discover that, to your best knowledge, this person is not
a believer. And you share the most important thing that’s happened to you. Then you say, “I'd
like to share with you what the Bible says about how a person can have forgiveness of sin and
eternal life, if that’s all right? The word CROSS can help you discover eternal life.” With their
agreement, you proceed.

Turn to page 4 and point to the word CROSS and read, “The C in CROSS is for Christ.
” Then ask, “Do you see that icon of the nails in the shape of a cross?” Point to the bold print at
the top of page 5 and read, “Christ, the Son of God died on the cross.” Have him read the
scripture, and then you share the three points. Ask him the question at the bottom of the page:
“Why did Jesus die on the cross? Do you have any idea?” Listen to his answer. This will
determine to what extent you will need to share in the next letter. He may say, “Because of our
sin.” If he does, then say, “Right, because the next letter gives us the answer to that question. Or
he may not know, and then you say, “Well, the next letter gives us the answer to that question.”

Point to the R in CROSS and read, “The R in CROSS is for Reason.” Then say, “Do
you see this icon? What do you think that is?” Listen for his answer. You may say something

41| Page



like this, “This is a serpent in the shape of an S.” Then read, “The reason Christ died is for sin.”
Say, “This serpent in the shape of an S represents sin.” Then have him read out loud the Bible
verse underneath. Ask, “Who is the righteous in this verse? Then ask who is the unrighteous. Try
to get him to include himself in the category of the unrighteous.

Talk to him about how we have all been infected by sin. It goes all the way back to the
first sin by the first people on the planet. The Bible, our conscience, and the Law of God in the
10 Commandments tell us that. We are all guilty of sin before God. Ask, “Would you agree?”
Say, “That leads us to the next letter.” Turn the page.

Point to the O in CROSS and read, “The O in CROSS is for Qutcome.” Then say, “See
the icon?” It’s a broken heart.” What happens if the heart in your chest literally broke in two?”
You would die. Read the bold statement on the next page, “The outcome of sin is death.” Have
him read out loud the Bible verse. Talk to him about wages, that they are earned and they are
deserved. Sin earns us death. Talk about the physical death of the heart and the spiritual death of
separation from God for eternity.

Say, “This is bad news. This is our condition on our own before God. But wait, the next
letter contains some good news.”

Turn the page. Point to the S in CROSS and read, “The S in CROSS is for Substitute.”
Then read the bold on the next page: “Jesus was our substitute on the cross.” Ask if he knows
what a substitute is. Most people, even children, will know. Children have substitute teachers. In
sports, you have substitutes. In food, we have sugar substitutes.

Ask, “See this Icon? Do you know what these two objects in the icon represent?” He may
or may not know, depending on his church background. Say, “On the night Jesus was betrayed,
at a special meal we call the Lord’s Supper, He told His disciples he was going to die on the
cross for the sins of the world. He was going to be the ultimate substitute. Let’s read what the
Bible says.” Then you have him read the passage. Explain how Jesus paid our sin debt. You can
use the illustration of financial debt to get the point across.

Then read the last line at the bottom of the page: “This gift however, must be received.
That brings us to the last S in CROSS.”

Turn the page. Point to the second S and read, “The last S in CROSS is for Salvation.”
Then read the bold at the top of the next page. Say, “To have forgiveness and eternal life, you
need to repent, believe, and receive.” You may need to use the text to explain what these three
words mean. Then say, “See this icon? It’s a single plant with three stems. Each of the stems
represents what must happen for you to have a living, growing, and saving relationship with
God. Repent, believe, and receive. Does that make sense?”’

Turn the page. Read the top statement: “Remember the earlier question: What do you

think God requires for a person to have eternal life?” Say, “Do you remember how you answered
it? I do. You said .” But that’s not what the Bible says is it?
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Then show him the prayer. Read the prayer and ask if this sounds good to him. Say,
“Would you like to ask for God’s forgiveness and his eternal life right now?”” You can pray this
prayer or use words from your own heart. Why don’t we bow our heads right now. I’ll pray for
you, and then you can ask the Lord to forgive you of sin and to give you His gift of eternal life,
OK?”

If there is some hesitation in trusting Christ or if he says he doesn’t want to do this,
just ask, “Why?” His reason may be something you can help him work through. You may say,
“I certainly don't want you to do something you don’t want to do, but what in this prayer of
commitment causes you to hesitate?”” Say, “Do you have a good reason for not doing this now?”
At this point, you may also want to share something about the time you committed your life to
Christ. Maybe you were hesitant then but now are glad you made the commitment. This has been
the best and most important decision you have ever made. It is just the beginning of a new start
in life and with God. It’s a starting point, not the middle or the finish. You will learn more as you
live and grow and follow Christ. There are ups and downs, but God is with you every step of the
way.

This is how you can present the CROSS gospel presentation and also lead someone in a
commitment to repent and receive Christ.

| hope you realize now how important it is to get some kind of answer for what a person
believes God requires for eternal life. Most people will say, “Live a good life.” After presenting
the gospel, you can contrast their answer with what the Bible really says. This will help them see
their need for salvation, just as getting them to admit they are a sinner will help them to realize
their condition before God.

Congratulate your friend on his decision. Have him sign his name at the bottom of the
page and date it. This is just the beginning of a wonderful adventure that will last into eternity.

In our next session, we’ll learn how to help a new believer make the first right steps in
following Christ.

Before you go into your discussion group, let’s bow our heads, and I’ll lead us in prayer.

43 |Page



Session 5
I Before You Meet
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Preview the Session 5 A and B.

Review the discussion questions in Part A and B.

Allow for extra time at the close of this session to explore what the group may do
in the future to keep sharing the most important thing.

Pray for each member of your group by name.

Remind your group to bring their marked New Testaments this week.

Keep praying with your prayer partner.

Contact missing members of your group or those you may believe need
encouragement.

Look over the “KEEP SHARING THE MOST IMPORTANT THING” small
group recommendations on the next page. Write down your thoughts on some
things your group could do together in evangelism. Share these at the close of the
session. Structure your group meeting to allow extra time for this.

Review your own memory work.

I Session Outline

v
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Ask the ice breaker questions (5 minutes). You also may add other questions as
needed. Ask how they are doing on their Activities for the Week.

Teach Part A (15-20 minutes).

Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).

Teach Part B (15-20 minutes).

Lead Group Discussion (10 minutes).

Prayer Time (3 minutes).

Discuss and plan evangelism ideas the group may do in the future using “KEEP
SHARING THE MOST IMPORTANT THING” as a starting point (10 minutes).
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CRDSS
WALK

Session 5

Part A

Welcome to Session 5 of CROSS Evangelism Training. In this session you will learn
how to help someone who has recently received Christ begin a successful Christian walk. The

Apostle Paul wrote, “I...urge you to walk worthy of the calling you have received” (Ephesians
4:1).

It’s important that new believers realize trusting Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord is only
the first step in finding out the purpose and plan for their lives. The next steps transport the
believer into finding more truth, coming to know Jesus better, and changing their habits to begin
living a life that honors the one who died for them.

The Christian life is deep. There are lots of spiritual truths and habits that believers
practice in order to better know and serve God. The second part of the “Most Important Thing”
booklet teaches four important spiritual habits that should become a daily part of every believer’s
life in Christ.

A relationship with God is similar to human relationships in that it requires time and
effort. The more you come seeking God, the more He will reveal Himself to you. The more you
rely on Jesus, the more you will see Him working in your life.

Let’s go to the Most Important Thing booklet and look at these four disciplines.
Remember the acronym WALK, W.A.L.K. will help the new believer develop the beginning
disciplines needed to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.

The W in Walk is for Who needs to know. If you received a bonus on the job or a
special recognition in school, or if someone in your family did something great, you would
want to share the news with someone. You might not go tell a complete stranger, but you
definitely would tell a friend or someone you cared about. You would tell someone who
knew you and would rejoice with you.

With that in mind, it’s only natural to share with others what Jesus Christ has done for
you. The change in your life will make you want to share.

Ask the new believer the question that’s right here on page 17 in the booklet, “/#7ho do you
know who needs to hear this good news?”” If the person they can tell is nearby, encourage them to
go tell them their good news right then. If they are not nearby, ask if they could call them. I’ve used
my own cell phone to let others call someone and tell the good news. If they don’t have someone
who’d be excited, then you call a friend you know who’d be excited a person was saved. Then, let
them tell your friend.
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It does a new believer a world of good to tell someone what they have done. Make sure
that this is a positive experience with the other person affirming their decision.

Now this isn’t the only person who needs to know. Jesus taught that we are to share this
good news wherever we can. “Who needs to know” includes sharing this in a local church. In the
Bible, the way people showed their love for Jesus Christ was to follow in believer’s baptism.

Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan River. In this act, Jesus identified himself with
us. You are baptized to identify yourself with Jesus. Through baptism you confess to others your
faith in Christ. Jesus commands all believers to follow in baptism after trusting him for eternal
life. He said, "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything | have
commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age™ (Matthew 28:19-
20).

Later, when the apostle Peter was preaching the good news of Jesus Christ the people
there realized their need for salvation. They asked Peter what they needed to do. Peter replied,
“Repent,” Peter said to them, “and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus the Messiah
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). Ask
the person if they will follow in obedience to Christ by participating in believer’s baptism.

The subject of baptism may bring up more issues. You may need to ask if they have a
church home. Is it a good church home that teaches the Bible and will help them to grow? It’s
likely you will need to help them become a part of your church.

“Who needs to know” will also include someone who is not a believer. Find out if there is
someone they know who needs to trust Christ. Pray with them for that person, but also encourage
them to tell that person what they did and to take this booklet and show them just what they did.
You probably should give this person several booklets.

Here are three steps in “W of WALK for Who needs to know.” First, they need to tell a
person who will encourage them. Second, they need to tell a church that will celebrate with
them. Third, they need to tell a friend or family member who needs to believe with them.

The next letter in WALK is A. The A in WALK is for assurance of Salvation. There
are two issues of assurance of salvation that need to be addressed quickly for a new believer. The
first is the reality of their commitment. One of the first things the Devil will try to do is to
convince the new believer what just happened didn’t really happen, or that it won’t make a
difference in their life. The second is the issue of sin. When new believers sin, many struggle
with whether or not they are really saved. They wrongly assume that a Christian will not sin or
that there are some “bigger” sins that a Christian would never commit, therefore if they do these,
they must not be a Christian. The best solution for all of these issues is the Word of God.

Have the person read the Romans 10:9 Scripture out loud. Ask, “Did you confess with
your mouth, “Jesus as Lord and do you believe God raised him from the dead? If the answer is
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yes, then what does the Bible say you are? It says you are “saved.” Ask, “In your prayer, didn’t
you do just that?

Have them look at the next verse (John 5:24) and read it out loud. Does it say you have to
have a certain “feeling” to be saved? No. It says you have to hear and believe for eternal life.
Say, “We are not saved by feeling but by faith in Christ.”

What happens when we sin? Does that mean you are not a child of God? Do you lose
your salvation when you sin? The Bible says “no” to both of these questions.

First, the Bible says in 1 John 1:8 that none of us can claim to be without sin. “If we say,
‘We have no sin,” We are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

Second, the Bible says in the very next verse, verse 9, that God will forgive us our sins if
we come to Him for forgiveness. It says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Sin in the believer’s life is a fellowship issue with God, not a relationship issue. You
became a child of God through faith in Jesus Christ. Nothing will change that. As a child of God
you seek to please your Heavenly Father in all you do. Yet from time to time you will sin. While
this will not affect your relationship as a child of God, it will affect your fellowship Him. To
restore fellowship, you must agree with God concerning your sin, turn from it and ask His
forgiveness. God promises He will forgive you and cleanse you from every sin. There will be
consequences for sin, but you can trust God to forgive.

The L in WALK is for Learn the Bible. Tell them the Bible is the most important book
in their life because it is the Word of God. Then have them read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 there on page
19. “All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting,
for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Tell them the phrase “inspired by God” means that Scripture came
from the heart and mind of God. Ask, “How much of Scripture, according to this verse is
inspired by God?” Tell them the Bible is their source of instruction for a successful life. As you
live according to its instructions, you will find abundant blessing. When you live contrary to
what the Bible says, you will lose blessings God would otherwise have given you. To be blessed,
you must make it your aim to thoroughly know the Word of God. This is a lifelong goal, but you
must begin somewhere. Ask them if they have a Bible. If not, make arrangements to get them a
copy of God’s Word.

The best place for most new believers to start reading is the Gospel of John. If you have
a Bible or New Testament with you, show the new believer the table of contents in how to
locate the Gospel According to John. Show them how the Gospel of John is divided into
chapters and verses.

Tell them it’s a good idea to read one chapter a day and make notes on what the
chapter says to them. The easiest way to do this is to sit down with a Bible, pen, and notepad,
asking God to speak to you as you read. Then read each paragraph or section of the chapter with
these questions in mind:
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What does it say?

What does it mean?
Is there a truth for me to learn?

How can | apply this to my life?

Make notes on the notepad as you read. Write down any questions that come up. You can
take these questions to a Christian friend or pastor for answers.

If you do not constantly take in God’s Word, your faith will become weak. God’s Word
is to your spirit what good food is to your body. You should remember, however, that a baby
doesn’t begin by eating full-course dinners. Don’t become discouraged if it takes a little while
for you to get as much out of your time in God’s Word as you would like. You need to study
the Word every day. The best time is in the morning before you leave home. This way, you are
better prepared for the day because you have spent time listening to what God has to say to
you.

Last, the K in WALK is for Kneel in Prayer.

Say, “Jesus was a praying person.” Have the new believer read the Mark 1:35 Scripture
on page 20 of the booklet. “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, He got up, went
out, and made His way to a deserted place. And He was praying there.” Say, “If Jesus, the Son
of God, made it a practice to start the day in prayer to God the Father, shouldn’t you do the
same? Continue by saying something like this, “As your prayer life goes, so goes your
relationship with God.” This important truth has been affirmed and proven through the centuries. It
is impossible to have a powerful relationship with God without spending significant time and
energy in prayer.

Help them to understand how important prayer is, but also that prayer is not something
they should be afraid of. They may have a desire to pray but are not sure how to begin. Prayer has
been described as talking to God. It is that—and much more. Prayer is discovering God’s heart
and praying for what God desires. God desires for you to know Him and love Him. He already
loves you. His love will not be complete until you realize His purposes and His love for you.
The regular practice of prayer, combined with consistent Bible study, will direct you in God’s
purpose for your life.

By reading and studying God’s Word, you will learn what God desires. One way to
guarantee answers to prayer is to pray the Word of God back to God. The Psalms in the Old
Testament are heartfelt cries to God. Reading and praying the Psalms will help you in your
prayer life.

Tell them many people have found it helpful to write their prayers in a journal. Tell
them they may have personal prayer needs they’ll want other Christians to be praying about. By
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journaling their prayers it will help them remember the requests and also to look back at a later
date and see how God answered them.

For many Christians, the best time to pray is after finishing Bible study. Bible reading
and Bible study prepare you for prayer. You can pray back to God the things you have learned
from the study as well as other things that are on your mind and heart.

These four disciplines of Who needs to know, having an Assurance of salvation,
Learning the Bible, and Kneeling in prayer should be an active part of your daily life. These
disciplines will help you progress in your walk with God.

Share with them that as they begin to WALK, they should get involved in a Sunday
school or small group at a church. Offer to help them find a good group. The spiritual journey
is an adventure of discovery.

Speaking of groups, It’s time to go to our discussion group. When we return, I’ll show
you how to use the CROSS presentation to share the gospel in a marked New Testament.

BREAK
Part B

Welcome back to the second part of this session. Through this course you have learned
how to share the message of cross in your own way by internalizing the CROSS presentation.
You learned through the Scenes of the Cross to put the CROSS presentation into story form. You
have learned how to use your salvation story as a bridge into sharing the cross. You’ve had the
opportunity to put your salvation story online and use the MIT website. We have also seen how
valuable the Most Important Thing booklet can be both for sharing with someone and leaving it
behind for someone.

As we wrap up this last part of CROSS Evangelism Training, | want to show you how to
share the CROSS by using a marked New Testament.

If you have marked your New Testament, then you have the most important questions
already in the inside on one of the first blank pages. You may use these or other questions in
conversation. At some point you are going to need to discover the spiritual address of the person
you are talking with. You will need to discover what they are trusting in for eternal life, if
anything.

When you ask the question “What do you think God requires for a person to have eternal
life?” You will want to pay special attention to their answer. If they give a works answer or an
incomplete answer you then can say, “The most important thing that has ever happened to me is
also the most important thing that God has done for me. It’s how I discovered I could have
forgiveness of sin and eternal life. 7°d like to share with you what the Bible says about this, if
that’s all right? (If ok, then proceed) The word CROSS can help you discover eternal life.” T’ll
show you quickly from my Bible.
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This is where you turn to the page with Romans 5:8 and point to the statement with your
finger or pen and read. “The C in Cross is for Christ. Christ the Son of God died on the cross.”

Have them read the Romans 5: 8 verse aloud. Then ask, “What does it say Jesus Christ
did?” Let them answer. State the three things we need to remember about Christ. He is God. He
is sinless. He died. Then ask, “But why did Christ die?” If they know, that is great. You move
on. If they don’t, say, “That question is answered in the next letter.” At the bottom of the page it
tells you to turn to 1 Peter 3:18.

Turn to the page where 1 Peter 3:18 is located. Point to and read the top statement: “The
R in CROSS is for Reason. The reason Christ died is for sin.” Then direct them to the verse and
ask them to read the highlighted portion or 1 Peter 3:18a. Ask, “Does the ‘unrighteous’ in this
verse include you and me?”” They should say, “Yes.” If they don’t, ask them to explain. Tell
them that we are in that number of people called “unrighteous” because of sin. Ask, “Would you
agree?” If they don’t, then ask them how many sins it takes for a person to become a sinner? The
answer is one. Say, “I don’t know any perfect people, do you?” Then we are all in the same
situation and we need help if we are going to become right with God. Say, “This leads to the next
letter.”

Turn to the page with Romans 6:23. Point to and read the top statement: “The O in
CROSS is for Outcome. The outcome of sin is death.” Have them read the highlighted Romans
6:23a. Say, “see that word ‘wages’? It means payment. Wages are what you are owed for what
you have done, whether it is working on a job or breaking the law. What’s the payment for our
sin according to this verse?” Say, “This is not good news is it? But wait, the next letter has some
really good news.”

Turn to the page with 2 Corinthians 5:21 Point to and read the top statement: “The S in
CROSS is for Substitute. Jesus was our substitute on the cross.” Have them read the highlighted
verse aloud. Ask, “What do you think is a substitute?”” Ask, “What did Jesus become for us
according to this verse?” Ask, “What then do we become?” Then say, “How is this possible?
The last letter tells us.”

Turn to the page with Acts 3:19a. Point to and read the top statement: “The last S in
CROSS is for Salvation. For salvation you must repent...” Have them read the highlighted verse
aloud. Say, “to repent means you change the direction from sin to God.” Ask, “Do you
understand?”

Turn to the page with John 1:12. Point to and read the top statement: “For salvation you
must repent, believe and receive.” Have them read the highlighted verse aloud. Ask, “What does
it say you have to do to become a child of God?” You must believe in Him and receive Jesus
Christ as your Savior and Lord.

Turn to the back page where you have written the two important clarification questions.
Read the first question and wait for an answer.
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1. Remember the question: “What do you think God requires for a person to have eternal life?”
How did you answer that?

Then read the second question to them.

2. Would you like to trust Christ alone for salvation and discover the most important thing that
could ever happen to you?

Show them the prayer you have written that they could pray or one of their own.

Dear God I know | am a sinner. | believe Christ died on the cross for my sins and then
arose. Please forgive me of all my sin. I turn and now confess you as Lord and trust you alone
for my salvation. Thank you for forgiveness and the free gift of eternal life. Amen.

Make sure and get their contact information so you can contact them later and encourage
them in their WALK with Jesus Christ as in the first part of this session.

| encourage you today to pray for opportunities each day to share the gospel of Christ
through the CROSS. If you don’t put this into practice you will lose it. But if you become a
sharing Christian, not only will you see others come to know Christ, but you will grow yourself
in your relationship with God.

As Jesus walked by the fishermen, Peter, James and John he said to them, “Follow Me,
“He told them, “And I will make you fish for people.” So if we’re going to follow Jesus we’ve
got to fish for people. Now that is the most important thing for us to doing.

I’ll lead us in prayer before we go to our discussion group. Join with me in prayer asking

God to help us appreciate the cross of Jesus and our wonderful calling in making salvation
known to all people. Pray.
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KEEP SHARING THE MOST IMPORTANT THING

As a group leader, you have an important influence over the direction of your group. If this is an
ongoing group, | encourage you to make evangelism a regular part of your group. This can be
done by following a few simple suggestions. It will not take much to change, but the benefits
will be very significant.

!

When taking prayer requests in your group, if no one asks for prayer for anyone who is
spiritually lost, ask the group if there is anyone they know who is spiritually lost that you
as a group can pray for.

Schedule a regular outreach fellowship. This could be done a couple of times a year,
usually around a holiday. For example, have a 4™ of July party or a pre-Thanksgiving
party or, if your group has small children, use someone’s home for an Easter egg hunt
and invite lost friends and their children.

Do a servanthood evangelism project. Relationships can be developed as you serve others
with no motive other than to love them in the name of Jesus. It could be cleaning up a
neighborhood playground, washing cars for free, painting homes, handing out 9-volt
batteries for fire alarms, giving away bottled water, or just practicing acts of kindness on
a regular basis.

On a regular basis, ask the group who they are witnessing to and how the group can help.
Ask your church for contact information on people who have visited your church who
might have some affinity with your group.

Go through other evangelism training courses as a small group or attend training in your
church.

Sponsor unsaved children or teens going to camp, financially and with prayer.

Start your own seeker small group. Have another Christian help you get a group started to
study a topic or book of the Bible and bill it as an exploration of the Bible for seekers not
familiar with the Bible.

These are just starter ideas, but they have been successful in my life and in the small groups
of other people as well. As you pray and talk among yourselves, God will help your group to
become more intentionally and relationally evangelistic.

It’s all part of sharing the most important thing.

— Jimmy Kinnaird
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