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Listening Guide
)Part 1
How to Begin a Witnessing Conversation
Purpose of Section:
To help the witness understand how to begin a witnessing conversation
In any witnessing conversation, be natural; be yourself. Put your own unique personality into the conversation. Enjoy the people with whom you have an opportunity to share.
When you are in a conversation with someone, what areas are typically discussed? Remember: Seek to build a relationship
Using F.I.R.E
F:	

You are making a friend or becoming a better friend.
 Say to your friend: Tell me something important about yourself today. Or: “What’s the most important thing I need to know about you today?”

 If using the cover of the tract ask: “Do any of these pictures on the cover of this booklet represent something that is most important to you?
I:	

Ask the Important question: 
             “What is the most important thing that has ever happened to you?”
This is not necessarily a spiritual question. It is a value question. You discover what is valuable to them. It could be many things, including spiritual things. For them the valuable thing will be the most life changing thing.
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Ask the Religious question:

“What is the most important thing God has done for you?”
 (
Notes
)
What you are hoping they say something like: “My salvation,” but that may not be the case. Often unbelievers will mention a difficult time in their lives God saw them through. 

A follow-up question may be: “How did God do this?” Sometimes they will not know what to say. If they do not give a true salvation response, then ask the next question in F.I.R.E.
E: _____________________________________

Ask the Eternal question.

What do you think God requires for a person to have eternal life?

If they do not give a strong “faith” answer, then you will want to share the CROSS gospel presentation. You will want to make sure you get some kind of answer from them on this question because at the end of the presentation you will ask them to remember this answer. Even an “I don’t know” is a proper answer. They must agree to something, even if they agree they don’t know. 
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“When sharing your faith, it’s better to mention spiritual matters early  instead of later in a conversation.”
—Jimmy Kinnaird,
RELAY: Sharing Your Faith Your Way
)Practice using F.I.R.E with a partner
Spend a few minutes praying for each other to be bold and effective witnesses
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Part 2
 (
Notes
)Your Salvation Story
Purpose of Section:
To help the witness understand the importance of a salvation story and how to develop and share it with an unbeliever in person and using social media.
Definition of a Salvation Story
A personal account of your life before you made a commitment to follow Jesus, how you came to know Jesus, and how He has changed your life.
Characteristics of Your Personal Story
It has ________________
It ___________________	
It ___________________	
It is _________________
Writing Your Salvation Story
Use the form next page of this section to write your salvation story.
Be brief. Your story should be no longer than three to five minutes. 
	 Be specific, but leave out unnecessary details.
Don’t begin your story with “I was raised going to church, etc.”
Try to avoid Christian lingo and words that the hearer may not understand. Stress that even though Christ has changed your life, you are still not perfect.
Spend the next few minutes writing out your personal story/testimony on the sheet provided.



My Salvation Story Worksheet
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1. My life before I became a follower of Jesus Christ:





2. How I came to realize my need for Jesus Christ:













3. What my life is like now that I am a follower of Jesus Christ:










Transition: All this began the day I discovered God loved me because of the cross. The word CROSS tells us how a person can have forgiveness and eternal life. May I share this with you?


How to Share Your Story 
Using Most ImportantThing.org

This document contains four areas to help you: First, submit your story on MostImportantThing.org (MIT) if you haven’t already; second, to connect the MIT Facebook page to your Facebook Newsfeed, if you haven’t done this either; third, to enhance your Facebook sidebar with your salvation story, and last; ideas to creatively share your story using Facebook and the MIT tools. 

I. [image: ]How to Submit Your Story on the www.MostImportantThing.org Site

1. Log on to www.MostImportantThing.org
2. Select the “Share” button which is located to the right of the page.
3. Select the “Share Your Story” button at the bottom right of the page.
4. Fill in the personal information on the top half of the page. 
5. Follow the directions on “How to Write an Effective Testimony” and fill in the three testimony fields. 
6. For submission of a photo, make sure it is 50KB or less. The application will reduce larger photos but if it rejects your photo, you may email it to jkinnaird@namb.net and he will reduce and post it on your salvation story page. 
7. Select the “Submit Story” button.
8. You are done!
9. Any questions or comments can be made through the site by selecting the “comment” button. 

II. Connect MostImportantThing Page to Your Facebook Account
1. Log into your Facebook account.
2. Open a new tab and go to www.MostImportantThing.org
3. At the top of the page there are social media icons. [image: ]  Select the Facebook icon. It will take you to the MostImportantThing Facebook page. 



4. Select the “Like” button at the top of the page. You’re done. But here’s what it can do.
· This will allow MostImportantThing to send salvation stories to your news feed. 
· We post between 4 and 6 stories in a 24 hour period. 
· For your friends to be able to see these stories, you will need to select the “Share” option under the story. You can add a comment or just share it. It will move the story to your wall, where any of your friends may read the story and go to the MostImportantThing.org site and read or watch a gospel presentation and be able to make a commitment to Christ. 
This is an addition to your Christian witness that is working for you 24/7. How cool is that!?

III. Enhance Your Facebook Profile with the MostImportantThing story link

1. [image: ][image: ]When you log on to your Facebook account, you will need to then click on the “Profile” tab in the upper right of the page. This will take you to your profile page. This is your public page, the one everyone that you “friend” sees. Under your name appears information about you. This is where we are going to add the MostImportantThing info so that your friends can read more about changed lives and also read your salvation story. 
2. Click on the “Edit Profile” button on the right. 
3. On the left side of the page you will see a row of information choices beginning with  “Basic Information.” Look down and click on the “Education and Work” choice. 
4. “Employer” will be at the top. Type in the box “Most Important Thing”
5. [image: ]After you add this, the icon for the Most Important Thing page should show. There will also appear several more boxes.
6. In the “Position” box type: “View my Story on www.MostImportantThing.org. See more  stories”
7. Look further down to the “Time Period” and check the box that is labeled “I currently work here.”
8. Last, click the “Add Job” button.
9. Click on the “View My Profile” button at the upper top right. Now you’re done!

IV. Creative Ways to Share your Story Using Facebook and MostImportantThing

1. If you use an automatic signature for email, you can write in your email signature “check out the Most Important Thing that happened to me” and hyperlink these words to your testimony page. 
2. Periodically on your Facebook status (the top box that says “What’s on your mind?”) write www.MostImportantThing.org.
3. When salvation stories appear on your Facebook Newsfeed, select the “Share” option under the story. You can add a comment or just share it. It will move the story to your wall, where any of your friends may read the story and go to the MostImportantThing.org site and read or watch a gospel presentation and be able to make a commitment to Christ.
4. [image: ]Use the e-card feature on www.MostImportantThing.org/People/Ecards  to invite others to the site. It’s an electronic version of the web card, but with more room to write a note to them.
5. If you blog, add the MIT site as a link to your blog. 
6. [image: ]Leave a MIT web card with a generous tip at a restaurant. Web cards are available for purchase in packs of 50. To view these and order go to: www.ShareAsYouGo.com/resources. About the middle of the list you will see MostImportantThing web cards. These come in six different varieties. The front of the standard MIT web card is pictured. The back of all the cards are the same as the picture indicates.  
7. Print the www.MostImportantThing.org on your personal checks.
8. [image: ]If your bank allows you to personalize your debit or credit card. Use the front of the MIT gospel tract as the image. It is a great way to bring up a conversation of what is the most important thing. 
9. Print the www.MostImportantThing.org on your personal business card.
10. Design your own personalized MIT card. Get creative!
11. Make the most of the interactive share features, email, your church’s web link and your Facebook profile from your story page. 
12. Come up with your own creative ideas and let us know. 
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Part 3
 (
Notes
)Using the Most Important Thing Tract
Purpose of Section:
How to use the Most Important Thing tract in sharing Christ.
Tracts have been a valuable witnessing resource for generations. They can be used with little preparation. You don't have to memorize a lot of Scriptures--which you may forget if you're nervous or distracted, and the printed message helps you stay on target to make the most of a brief witnessing encounter.
The effectiveness of tracts is enhanced by the hear/see/do principle: "I hear, and I forget. I see, and I remember. I do, and I understand." Reading a tract with unbelievers and asking them to respond in appropriate places allows unbelievers to listen, to see and to interact. The more senses used, the more the message is reinforced.
Tracts also allow you to present a witness when time or availability would otherwise hinder. Leaving a tract in a waiting room, placing one in the hands of a busy salesclerk, mailing one to a friend in another state, are all ways to witness when an opportunity might otherwise not be a present.
Before You Use the Most Important Thing Tract
Read the tract several times. Be thoroughly familiar with its contents. Practice reading it until you can do so smoothly and comfortably. Know the contents well enough to put parts of it into your own words. Understand the sequence of the presentation and learn to anticipate what is presented on each new page.

The CROSS Presentation of the gospel follows these major points in the presentation
of the gospel:
· The _______________ and __________ of Jesus Christ
· Man’s universal problem with ______
· The ________ result of man’s sin
· God’s ____________ to the problem of sin
· Man’s _____________ to experience the benefits of God’s solution



[image: Approved-MIT-Tract.gif]Tips on How to use the Most Important Thing Tract
Practice using the tract with a Christian friend or family member. Ask them for feedback on ways you can improve your presentation.

1.  (
Notes
)If you have not already used the FIRE questions to engage in spiritual conversation you may direct their attention to the cover of the MIT tract. There are eight pictures that represent important things in people’s lives. Ask the person which, if any, of these represent what is most important in their life. 

2.   Open up the tract and ask the question on page one, noting possible answers. Do the same thing for the questions on pages 2 and 3 as well.

3.	If the person gives an answer to the question on page 3 that is not a proper faith answer of trusting in Jesus Christ, then check the option selected or write his/her answer down in the space given. This is very important later.

4.   There is an icon on the left side of the booklet representing each of the letters in CROSS. The gospel presentation is on the right. 

5.   You may use this explanation of the icons. The “C” icon of the cross of nails represents the painful death Christ died on the cross. The “R” icon is a serpent in the shape of an “s.” This represents temptation and sin that goes all the way back to the very first two humans. We are helpless in our sin. The “O” icon of the separated heart represents death. The outcome of a physically separated heart is death. A person spiritually separated will face ultimate brokenness and separation from God. The “S” icon is the bread and wine of the new covenant Jesus made with us before God. He was our substitute for sin. He gave his body and is blood for us, in our place. The last “S” icon is a three stemmed plant. This plant represents what is necessary on our part to respond to God’s offer of forgiveness of sin and eternal life: Repent, believe and receive. These three are represented in the three branches. 

 6. Have the other person read the scripture verses out loud. 

   7. Have the person answer questions posed in the tract. For example, on page 5 the question at the bottom of the page: “Why did Jesus die on the cross?” This reinforces the point in their mind and gives you a clue to their understanding. 

   8. Read the question at the top of page 14. Ask them to remember how they answered that. Then ask if they would like to now trust Christ alone for forgiveness and the free gift of eternal life. (All of this is written on the page.)

 9.  Have them sign their commitment at the bottom of the page.

10. Show him/her the W.A.L.K. portion of the tract and ask them to read over this sometime today.

11. Fill out the “Most Important Decision Form” and separate from the tract. 
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Immediate Follow-up
Purpose of Section:
 (
Notes
)To help the believer understand the importance and process of immediate follow-up.

Once a person has accepted Christ, congratulate them! This is the greatest decision they will ever make! The old has passed away, and they have become a new creation in Christ!
Immediate follow-up begins at this point. Review the four areas that the believer needs to practice as his or her life begins. Use W.A.L.K.: W is for Who needs to know, A is for Assurance of Salvation, L is for Learn the Bible, and K is for Kneel in Prayer. 
	“Follow-up procedures are not complete until the convert has been taught to study God’s Word, to pray, to live the Christian life, and to walk with Christ.”
—D. James Kennedy,
Evangelism Explosion


As you leave the person make sure that they have a Bible and information about your church. Leave them the tract and other tracts. Encourage them to share it with someone they know who needs Jesus. Pray with them and for them.
· Every effort should be made to assimilate the new believer into the life and ministry of the church. Continue weekly contact with the new believer, providing him or her with Bible study materials, such as Beginning Steps, or other resources for new believers.
· Enroll the person in your Sunday School/small group ministry.
· Visit with the person in his or her home.
· Be sensitive to the spiritual needs of other family members in the home and  share Christ with them.
 (
Provide the person transportation to your church, if needed.
Sit with him or her in Sunday School/small group and worship.
Introduce the new believer to others.
)






 (
Most Important Thing Tract Version
www.ShareAsYouGo.com
10
)
image2.png
What is the NIOST impertant thing?
* o o o





image3.png
® 00




image4.png
Jimmy Kinnaird

@ View My Story on www.MostImportantThing.org. See more stories at Most Important Thing
Went to Eastand High School # Lives n Atlantz, Georgia @ Marrie to Karen Kinaird # From
Eastiand, Texas @ Bom on November 15 @ Add languages you spesk # EdtProfie

Share: [5) status [ Photo ] Link 94 Video

e




image5.png
3 Basic Information

(£ Reltonshios

B Education and Work
il Phiosophy

143 Arts and Entertainment
@ spors

& Actites and Interests
) Contact nformation

Visit your privacy settings to
‘control who can see the
information on your profie.

Employer: | Most Inportant Thing

College /University:

Facebook ® 2010 - English (US)




image6.png
Jimamy Kinnaird

g, Vot g
P e e o e St
Gy
[—

T
et (3] v 3] won.

[ - IEZ

A W oy Pratle




image7.png
The .

| important thing {




image8.png
Goto
www.MostimportantThing.org
and find out the most important thing
that has happened to:





image9.png




image1.png




